Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



\ 



\ 



!P>? 



RECOLLECTIONS 



EGYPT: 

; 



THE BARONESS VON MINUTOLI. 



PHiy-ADELPHIA : 
t\BBT, !.:• i AND CARET, — ClIESNUT STfTUE ' 
fiOLD IN- SRW rons, EI Q. & c. ciSTKi.,— IK nosroH, HI 

Ll!I,LlittDGttir, SiCO., J 

1837. 



PREFACE. 



So much has been written upon Egypi 
within these few years, that it may appear pre- 
sumptuous in a female to think of adding to 
the number of books of travels in the ancient 
dominions of the Pharaohs and the Ftolemiea. 
But if the recollections which I offer to the 
public in the following pages, do not tend to 
enrich Science and Archaeology, they may 
perhaps interest persons of my own sex, who, 
when they learn that a woman has visited, 
under fortunate auspices, those distant regions 
as far as the tropic, will not be averse to fol- 
low her in excursions, and to accompany her 
in the contemplation of so many wonders of 
of ancient civilization. 



'ing are the circumstances which 
1 to this journey, and which I will 

words. My husband, adding to 
le sciences and the study of anti- 
•y natural desire to visit Egypt, 
le first country in the career of 
resolved to take advantage of the 
ice which the povrer of Mahomet 
I in that country. His libera) and 
government now enables Euro- 
srs to explore that country with 
■feet security. The moment ap- 
[nore favourable, as the political 
!ie .Ottoman empire in 1819 and 

ycL announce those storms which 

break out, and which in the se- 
ed the execution of the original 

tour, which included not only 
he Holy Land, Syria, partof Asia 
Ireece. 

considerations smoothed the diffi- 
h I should have felt under any 
stances, in accompanying my hus- 

distant pilgrimage, and I readily 
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acceded to the first proposal which he mBde 
to that effect, happy to avoid a separatioD pain- 
ful to my heart, and to gratify the extreme 
desire which I always had to be acquainted 
with remote countrlea. 

Not being prepared', however, for this jour- 
ney, which I undertook a short time after my 
marriage, I had like the generality of womea 
who live in the bustle of the great world, but 
very superficial notions of the countries 1 was 
going to visit. I therefore felt the necessity 
of making up for this deficiency by the assist- 
ance of my husband's library, and during our 
voyage by sea and our expedition in Upper 
Kgypt, I diligently read Herodotus, Volney, 
penon, Hamilton, and several other authors, 
whose works were very useful to me, by 
extending and rectifying my ideas and en- 
hancing the interest I took in the sceucs I 
was to view. 

I- did not, however, write down any thing 
but a few notes during my travels; and after 
my return to Europe a long and severe illness 
and several journeys prevented me from com- 



NOTE BT THE TRANSLATOR. 



Th£ Author's preface having saSBciently 
explained the origin and nature of the Work 
here submitted to the public, the Translator 
deems it uQneceaaary to make any additional 
ohserratioo, or to say any thing in favour of it, 
further than to express her hope that it may be 
as well received in England as it has been on 
the Continent. But as the name of Mahomet 
Ali, the present governor of Egypt whose por- 
trait is prefixed to this Volume, so frequently 
occurs, it has been thought that a few lines res- 
pecting so extraordinary a ch 
agreeable to the' reader. The f 
is accordingly extracted from t 
publishet] by Baron Minutoli 



the Author, of which no traDslation has ap- 
peared in the English language. 

"Mahomet Ali Pacha was born at Cavalla,. 
a village ia Ancient Macedonia; and'is now 
about fifty-nioe years of age. He is well made, 
and of the middle size, and has black animated 
eyes, which are always in motion. An affec- 
tion of the lungs, under which he sometimes 
evidently labours, is not the effect of poison ad- 
ministered tiihim, as I was at first assured, 
but is said to have been caused fay the great 
exertions witb which he maintained, with only 
nine hundred men, a victorious combat against 
' forty thousand Arabs. He speaks only Ara- 
bic and Turkish, and is wholly unacquainted 
with any of the European languages. 

"His early education was much neglected. 
It was not till he was Pacha that be learnt to* 
read and write; he is solely indebted to supe- 
rior natural talents for his exU-aordinary suc- 
cess. His career was not promising tillthe year 
ISOO, when he was made Bim Baschi in the 
army of the Grand Vizir; on the taking of El 
Arisch he was appointed Bulak Baschi, and was 
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afterwards raised to the rank of Ser Tschisme 
under Mahomet Khosru Pacha, who was ap- 
pointed Pacha of Egypt by the Sublime Porte. 

<< In 1804 he besieged Khosru's successor, 
Khourschid Pacha, in the citadel of Cairo, and 
in the following year succeeded him in his 
office, after having with the assistance of his 
faithful Albanians, expelled the Mamelukes 
from that capital. But*his dominion was not 
fully confirmed till 1811; on the first of May 
of which year he entirely annihilated the sur- 
viTtng Mamelukes, who continued to contrive 
new plots, and did not dissemble that they 
still considered themselves as the lawful mas« 
ters of Egypt, which they had so long unjustly 
usurped and oppressed* This action has been 
represented as an instance of sanguinary perfi- 
dy, but the safety of the province was at 
stake, and the testimony of credible and re- 
spectable persons, entirely acquits Mahomet 
AH from the reproach of cruelty. 

From this period, the prosperity of Egypt, 
and its security against internal and external 
enemies, has been the invariable object of his 



exertions, and it is almost ioconceivable how 
undertaken, and in tnost iu- 
ifully accomplished." 
sdote? illustrative of hisctiarac- 
9 found in the following Recol- 

S. H. L. 
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CHAPTER I. 

AiTlval at Alexandris— Slay in tlist City— Sociely- 
Cliarscter uf several distinguished Men. 

On 111? 7th of September, 1820, after a 
voyage of three weeks, I was inrormcci Ihat 
we were approaching Ihe coast of Afrifa. At 
this news I hastened upon deck; bul thatcoun- 
trj-, which I so much longed to sec, appeared 
only like a faint cloud on the verge of ihe ho- 
rizon. However, we were drawing nearer lo 
it and I began to distinguish the objects on 
shore: on Ihe left of the city, the palace and 
ihe harem of the Pacha; and on (ho right, the 
4'olumn of Serverus, and one of the obelisks 
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the present s(a!e of this country, which has 
experienced so many rcyolutions — of ihi^ cra- 
dle of knowledge, so famous for its ei^t.Iii'.'iiJui), 
its arts, its philosophy, for the illustrioi^s tra- 
vellers who have visited it, and the conque- 
rors by whom it has been invaded. While we 
were indulging in these reflections, a boat put 
out, and brotight on board Mr. Drovetti, the 
French Consul-j;eneral, so well known in 
Europg for his refined tasle, his indefatigable 
researches, his fortunate discoveries, and kind 
hospitality. 'It ia to his exertions, and fifteen 
j'ears labour, that we owe li.e interesting col- 
lection of Egyptian antiquities which has been 
purchased by the King of Sardinia. During 
our stay at Alexandria, b.-. kindly offered us 
his ofcel,* which we accepted with much plua- 
»sure. 

We landed the following day; and, as we 

• A name given to 'he houses oFthe Consiila. Its ety- 
,n Arabic wonl, synonymous 
jrentcr part of these edifices, 
ime of war, have but o!i>- en. 
: kf pt cor.slantly closed <l>ir- 
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ry, limited desire? 
few wants, and inexpressible apathy, appea 
Lo indicate a people in their infancy. 

It would be difficult lo express the sensa- 
tions which I experienced, when for the first 
time, I passed tlirough the streets, of Alexan- 
dria. It would require the talents of a Ho- 
garth to paint ail the various scenes of this 
magic lantern. What bustle, what confusion, 
is in these narrow streets, continually blocked 
up by an innumerable multitude of camels, 
mules, and asses; the cries of their drivers, 
incessantly calling to the passengers to take 
care of their naked feet; the voctferalions and 
grimaces of the jugglers; the splendid cos- 
lumes of the Turkish functionaries; thts pic- 
turesque habit of the Bedouins, their long 
beards, and the grave and regular countenan- 
ces.of the Arabs; the nudjty of some Sanlons, 
round whom the crowd throngs; the multitude 
of negro slaves; the bowlings of the female 
mourner's, accompanying a funeral procession, 
tearing their hair and beating their breasts, by 
the side of the noisy train of a marriage; 
2" 
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used, SB well for riding as for bringing provi- 
sions and water into the city, is very consider- 
able. The uncultivated fi^round in the environs 
of Alexandria being nearly sterile, it is neces- 
sary t» fetch every thing from a distance. Tbe 
islands of the Archipelago, RoseAa, and the 
fertile country of t^e Delta, supply the city 
with the accessaries of life, and the continud 
intercourse with Eur«pe furnishes articles of 
luxury. The workmen in this country are 
extremely indolent, so that almost all kinds of 
household furniture must be had from Mar- 
seilles and Leghorn. 

On the following day, mounted on the spi- 
rited courser of Sane ho Pan^, 1 rode ttirough 
the street of the Franks, to visit the famous 
column improperly jailed Pompey's Pillar: it 
is situated a quarter of a league from the city, 
which formerly extended as far as Lake Mare- 
otis. Nothing remains of its ancient splen- 
dour, but this column and the two obelisks of 
Cleopatra, one of which is thrown dbwa, and 
whichr-on sccoant of its enormous size, it has 
not been possible to tend to London, notwith- 



ionsof tlieEnslish. The 
jbelisks are covered wiih 
d preservation: one of ihe 
i Mill standiDi;, and which 
il lo the narlh wiml, is 
thin the other. PIcaps of 
36 obvlisks, attd cover the 
jye can reach; il is highly 

formerly adorned some 
re placed, perhaps, at the 
ce of the Armida of the 
le scene changed! — a pile 
ins, broken capitals, in the 
* formerly adorned with 
iry, riches, and art, could 
ig bears the stamp of the 
; exhaustion of the soil, — 
at it does not allow even 
to vepetate; the bustle 
t in this part of the city, 
to silence and me<litalion. 

e see the Greek convent; 
£8 rises above its walls, 
ze aJone breaks the geoe- 



ral stillness. The present state of this cele- 
brated c(iuiilry inspires a melanchoVy and paini 
ful feeling. A gloomy tinge seems to be 
spread over all objects; we even try to disco- 
ver some connections^ direct or indirect, be- 
tween the solemn and grand atyleof *he ahcient 
Egyptian architecture, and the grave and re- 
gular physiognomy of the present inhabitants. 
A» for the latler, they are seldom 'seen to 
smilej and the ebullitions of lively mirth are 
in their eyes, a want of decoram, and often 
even a proof of mental alienation. 

On going the following day to the Rosetta 
gate, I saw ruins of more modern date — 
houses abandoned since the late revolutions in 
Egypt, and devastated at the taking of Alex- 
andria by the French army. When Egypt 
became a province of the Roman empire, 
Alexandria was one of the best fortified cities 
of that time; and continued so till the decline 
of the empire. At the time of its conquest 
by the Saracens, this city having'considerably 
fallen off from its«Mcient magnificence, it had 
been, found necessary to reduce its extent. A 



R E COLLECT lOna OF XGTPT. 

line of ramparts was accordingly biult, 
n by the name of EoQldsure of the Arabs; 
latea were creeled, remarkable for the 
y of their architecture, but of which only 
," few fragments now remain, 
ce Effypt has become a part of the Otto- 
Empire, the splendour and the strength 
I city has gradually declined, as has been 
isst in the later periods of ^s history, by 
icility with' which the enemy's troqps 
taken possession of the country. Thif: 
it goveroment has begun io repair lo 

measure ihe ancient fortifications; bul 
T the truth, little or nothing has been 

though means have been found to make 
ieved at Constantinople that these works 
coxt immeiTsesums. 

e canal of Mahmoudieh is one of the 
useful enterprises of ihe present Pacha; 
ject is to facilitate tl)e cummercial inter- 
e between Alexandria and Cairo*. This 

has co.-t. considerable sums; three huu- 
thousand men have been employed on it; 
I the end of three niunths it was in the 
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state in which we now see it ; but it is proba- 
ble that it will never be entirely finished. The 
work has been done in the Turkish fashion, 
that is to say, without the assistance of any 
skilful engineer : much labour and expense 
might have l>een spared, by carrying it on 
more nearly in a straight line, and by avoid- 
ing to dig too deep in some places, as they 
have done; from which the serious inconve- 
nience has resulted, that subterraneous springs, 
mingling with the waters df the Nile, render 
that in the canal brackish, and consequently 
useless *to the inhabitants of Alexandria. The 
first project of the Pacha, which suggested the 
idea of this canal, was very vast, and worthy 
of the enterprising geniu^ of this extraordiaa- 
ry man : it was proposed to give another 
course to the arm of the Nile which flows near 
Rosetta, and to bring it to Alexandria. In 
this manner the water of the Nile might have 
been directed so as to contribute to the de- 
fence of the city. 

The European merchants established at 
Alexandria complain much, and with reason, 
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hedd of this hmtoric gallery, I ought to place 
the portrait of the Pacha Mahomet Ali; but 
hfs rare talents and superior genius being jtuf- 
ficiently- known and appreciated in EuropCi 1 
shall .conteint myself with speakmg of some 
individuals who in other respects merit ppblic 
attention. 

I will btgin with the zealous founder of 
the celebrateti collection of Antiquities at Tu- 
rin. Mr. Drovetti has served with distinc- 
tion in the French (irmy: he was the friend 
and companion in grms of General Murat; but 
some nioilificalions vvhich he experienced, 
made him desire to quit this brilliant theatre, 
and to renounce the profession of arms. lie 
accordingly accepted, being still very young, 
the uiSce of Consul general of France in 
Egypt. His merit acquired him ^he respect 
of the different parties which succeeded each 
other, and gained him the esteem, friendship, 
and confidence, of Mafiomet Ali, to so great a. 
degree, that it would have depended only on 
himself to have obtained some distingni>ihe(V 
post, either in the army or in the administra- 

3 
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I. 

Mr. Drov^ti had ceased f o fill the post of 

^^ » 

French Cojisul; but he was reinstated in bis 

. oiBce in ia2l« 

Mr. Salt, who has publiiihed Travels in- 
Abyssinia, and whose skill as a draughtsman 
is well known, by. the fine views in Lord Va* 
lentia's Travels, and those accompany ii>g his 
own works, has for a number of years filled 
the office of English Consul. He has had ez- 
<;avations made in various pUces, which have 
proved very successful; such as the opening 
of the pyr«niid of Cephrenes, and the clearing 
of the great Sphinx by Belzoni and Caviglia. 
He has a collection of antiquities, and has al- 
ready sent many fine specimens to England. 
To form collections' of antiquities is a pursuit 
which many persons in Egypt have taken up, 
in imitation of Mr. Drovetti. 

Boghos Joussouff, Minister and Secretary 
iOtf State, and first dragoman of Mahomet Ali, 
enjoys the highest favour with his master, and 
general esteem. He is descended from an an- 
cient Armenian family of Smyrna, of the name 
of Abrd. Most of the members of this fami- 
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]y have at all times filied important gffices, as 
, well in their natiye city, as at Const3ntinop]e. 
Mr. Boghos commenced his diplomatic ca- 
reer at the age of twenty ye^rs, in the cha- 
racter of Dragoman of the Sublime Port, in 
the service of Joussoiiff Pacha, Avbo com- 
manded the army in Egypt. After the con- 
quest of this CQuntry by the French, he re- 
turned with the Vizir to Constantinople, where 
he was recomjiensed for his serviced, by the 
office of, dragoman to Ali Pac^a, who had, in 
the meantime, .been appointed Pacha of Egypt. 
Hq was succeeded by Kourschid Pacha, and 
the latter by Mahomet Ali. Since this period, 
Mr. Boghos has held the offiee pf Secretary of 
State, and Minister of Commerce to the Pa- 
cha. He per/orms the duties of his high sta< 
tion with the greatest sseal and iideJIty. He 
is said to be of a mild disposition, yuppie, and 
obliging; 90 that he seems to have been born 
for the post he occupies, in which much cir- 
cumspection is required. He is allowed to 
possess an extensive knowledge of the branch- 
es of administration cofiiided to his care, and 



I 

». 



^^^ 



I 

\ 



\ 

f 



« 



V 



BOOHOS JOT7S80VFF. 29 

speaks with fluency three^ European, and five 
Oriental languages. 

As he receives a thirtieth on the exportation 
of merchandize, and enters into commercial 
speculatfons for his own account, he is said to 
possess a very considerable fortune, and to use v 

it in a manner worthy of bis character, by re- 
lieving the indigent of all nations, particularly 
Europeans. He is always complaisant towards 
strangers, and does every thing in his power 
to make their residence advantageous and 
agreeable. Though his situation appears to be 
brHliant, it is, however, not to be envied; for 
in fact it is only a splendicl and continual sla- 
very. Being obliged, by the custom of the 
East, to remain standing in the presence of his 
master, from five oVlock in the morning, till 
late at night, all business^ all presentations, and 
all orders, pass through his hands; in fact, the 
meanest slave enjoys more liberty than this 
Minister. Notwithstanding this harassing life, 
he finds people to envy him, especially among 
the Turks', who are displeased' at seeing a 
Christain in the distinguished situation w^lch 

3* 
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■ 

he occupies. Suclv is the^ general fate of ttiose 
whom fortune and favour load with their 
gifts. ' . * . 

Mr. Ansi3tasi| a native of Greece, holds the 
situation of Swedish Vonaulf ai Alexandria, 
and has a remarkable collection of antiquities, 
whieh is d^ily augmented by excavaltdns and 
purchases. He is a man of exemplary {irobity ; 
having some years since had the misfortune of 
being involved in a bankruptcy at Malta, from 
which he might have extricated himself with 
^. advantage, he preferred sacrificing every 

thing, in order to save his honour and pay his 
debts. He came to Egypt to begin the world 
anew, and has so well succe<i4ed by his perfect 
integrity, that he now enjoys an ample and 
solid fortune, and what is still better^ general 
esteem. . 

Mr. Boghti, Consul G«^ieral of Sweden, is 
a native of the Levant;, but having been edu- 
cated at Rome, he acquired iii that city, not 
only useful knowledge, but a considerable 
share of learning. He is perfect master of his 
native language, and possesses a choice collec- 
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tion ot Arabic authors. It is in consequeoce 
of his advice, that the Viceroy has introduced 
several European institutions, Manufactures, 
cotton spinaing, 4lc. Being born in the Le- 
vant, he has many intimate connections with 
the natives, especially several of the most dis- 
tinguished Sheiks and Ulemas, of Cairo. It 
wai by his means that my husband was allow- 
ed to visit two of the principal mosques at 
Cairo, ia.the European dress. 
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IAPTER II. 

of Alexander tlie'Gmt of ItllMiR, 
:Tir)der the Great of tfacedoii. 

icaWy, I will tell my readers 
ntiently ascending his Iiimi- 
celjr gilded the horizon with - 
, when I WIS roused from the 
UB by a confused sound of 
lets, mingled with piercing 
; of calves, accompanied at 
iria|[of cannon. Not being 
or these frightful discords, 
h'Conlinued to increase, like 

waves of the sea in a storm, 
iw, fearing it Urst that some 

broken out, and that they 
ge us in our Kuropean quar- 
DO means surprising in the 
te's minds are no fickle, and 
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fanaticism so easily exoUed. What was my ^ 

surprise, at.beholdipga band of a dozen Arab ^ 

• 

musicians jsitting before the door 9/ the Okel, \ 

and straining, with all their might t^ execute ^ 

this truly infernal music. The orchestra was 
composed of seyeral clarionets, trumpets, tam- 
bourines, ^es, a large drum, and a kind of 
bagpipe. These virtuosos vied with each 
other, and gave me reason to a4inire the 
strength pf their lungs.' The street was 
eilMvded with individuals of all classes and 
a^es, and the windows of the neighbouring 
hoiuses were filled with people as curious as 
myself to h^ar this concert. I lookjed round, 
however, for the poor animals, whose lament- 
able cries I had heard, when fresh Ibwings, 
proceeding from the midst of the group, 
showed me, tp my great astpoishment, an 
Arab,* with a kind of large trumpet, from 
which he elicited (he ifounds which had struck 
my ear. .• 

I was afUrwards informed that this beauti- 
ful symphony was givea in honour of the an* 
niversary.of the birth-day of the Emperor 
Alexander; and that the Russian Consul^ who 
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resided in the same Okel, had ordered this 
musici It lasted the greater part ef the morn- 

V'l, ing,and I being sufficientljr satisfied with this 

specimen of Arabic talent, resolved in future 
to take good care to avoid all concerts of this 

^ ]. . description. 

I was told on this occasion, that some Eu- 
ropean virttiosos having succeeded, after many 
difficulties^ in getting up a concert at'Alexan? 
dria, began, as usual, by performing an o?er- 
ture, when the Turks ami Arabs who were 
' ^ pi^sent, impatiently asked when the concert 
would tegin. They were told~ that^^'ths first 
piece had just been played; upon which they 
shook their ~head9, saying, that they thought 
that the musicians were only tuning their in- 
struments; that wtiat they had just heard was 
no music at all, and that they should have 
done better not to throw away their money for 
nothing, it appears from this, that the Orien- 
tals entertain notions Very different from ours 
on this subject. With them noise' takes the 
place of harmony; and it may therefore be 
presumed, that soniie of our modern compo- 
sers would be very successful among them. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Departure from Alexandria. — BarbaH>i)i Custom.— .The 
Princess of Abya^ia.— Kgyptiim Mjtrinenu-o Arrival 
at Cairo. ^ 

j{^T husband bad just set out, accompanied 
by sei^er;^ men of learning, on an excursion 
into the desert of Libya, with the vieJtv to 
seek the' remains of the ancietat Cytenef and 
was to join me some months . afterwards at 
Cairo. I left Alexandria a few days after 
his departure, and embarked on the canal of 
Mahmoudieh. The boats einployed on it are 
large and convenient. The environ^ offer no- 
thing agreeable, consisting only of sand hills, 
the aridity of.which distresses and fatigues the 
eye. It was formerly necessary to pass through 
the desert to go to Rosetta; thanks to the 
canal, the way is now much shprter, and less' 
faiiKuinss, When 1 reached the end of the 



elin^ of awej tlie 
lizing waters AiU 
elightful seftsation 
.lie rerdant banks, 
madias, and palms, 

purtioulaiTy after 
id of the sight of 
uuh, once a consi- 
reeable object on 
Its houses, par- 
ts, some lomb.i of 
mice from the vil- 
ifl minarela of the 
ays of ihe setting 
ubjecl fur an able 
I uf Claude eotild 
.olet magic tint, 
objects after the 

in 8 transparent 
1 the uliriospbere. 
i:<haiid ti-'uu!j|edi ' 
lation it couiains 
and cluy, wiiiuh, 
spread over the 
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country, contribute to fertilize the land. The 
wat^r when purtfiecf is very agreeable to the 
taste: the inhabilaots Ascribe many virtues to 
it. The attachment alid religious veneration 
which they entertain for this river, which is 
justly called the benefactor of Egypt, descend 
to them from the ancient Egyptians, their an* 
cestors, by a tradition of uninterrupted grati- 
tude. Popular festivals arc annually celebrated 
at Cairo, at the time of the rising of the 
waters. The people run to the banks, and 
amidst the firing of cannon, open the dykes 
to let the water into the canals. Cries of joy, 
music, dancing, games, which the antics and 
superstition of the spectators render very co- 
mic, animatfi this scene. There formerly 
enlisted a barbarous custom: they drowned 
on this day a virgin, for whom they intended 
the honour of being espoused to tl>e Nile. 
This inhuman ceremony has been abolished, 
but the Nile still requiring a bride, they 
make a figure of clay, which is thrown into 
the water amidst the acclamations of the mul- 

» 

titude. 
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Qtir trarelling companions vere Mr. Rosef*:- 
the Prussian Consul, and his lady, wbo, as . 
ipitable as theOrientalsthediselFe8/;hadtbe 
idness to offer me their _ house dsrtqg my 
y at Cairo. Besides our domestics, there 
re on board some young ne^esaea and an 
yssioian girl, a reUlion to the king of 
yssinia, who, with a recommendation n-om 
I English Consul, desired to return home, 
is young person had accompanied to Alex- 
Iria^ the daughter o( the king of Abyssinia, 
' i^lativei who had' married a servant of 
rd Valentia, at the time of his lordship's 
rels in that country. - This Engtishmaiir 
>r several yeara* stay in Abyssinia, had gone 
,h his wife to Alexandria, where they had 
h lately died, leaving the'young girl, the 
ress of their fortune, under the protection 
the English Consul. Being a Chrisli»nr 
Was distinguished from her companions by 
ttle silver cross, which was suspended from 
neck. Notwithstanding her high birth, 
did not disdain to sleep in the open air, 
tg on the deck of the vessel, on the sacks 
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-of com which eomposed the cargo. Her com- 
plexion, thoagh of a disagreeable yellow, was 
much eleatrer thanHhat of the Arab women. 
Thoagh Abyssinia is much nearer to the line, 
ite lofty mountains render the cjimate far more 
temperate than that ^f Egypt. . 

It appears that the Ahyssinians, who had 
already adopted the Jewish religioni em- 
braced Christianity during the first centuries 
of our era, when it was spread in Egypt, and* 
it has ever siace been preserved in Abjssinia. 
When the victorious Arabs and Saracens suh* 
dued this country, burning and de^roying the 
Chri^an churches, the Abyssinians, proud of 
the nature of their country, into which it is 
difficult to penetrate, refused to pay tribute to 
these nomade people and preserved the re- 
ligion of their fathers. Christianity, how- 
ever, has not softened the natural ferocity of 
their character, and exists among thiem only 
in name. They have retained many of the 
Jewish eeremonies; yet with all this they 
pique theniselves upon a kind of orthodoxy, 
which induces them obstinately to refuse lis? 
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; to the Rortian Catholic missionaries, 
il of whom have fallen victims among 
to their apostolic zeal. ■ We were told 
Dme, fvho had attempted to enter their 
ry, for the purpose of spreadiog their 
nea, have been crucified. It is probable 
ley do not Ill-treat the protestant mis- 
ies, seat out by the London Bible So- 

their mode of worship is said to ap- 
1 more nearly to the simplicity of the 
3;es of the church. Not having been able 
ke myself personally acquainted with 
eople, I can only relate what I have 
without vouching for ita correctness. 
I banks of the Nile, as you sail farther, 
it but' little variety; villages, mosques^ 

of saints, all built nearly in the same 
r: and this paradise of Egypt, so much 
id by travelien, seemed to me only a 

uniformity. If any thing surprised 
was the strength and agility of our sail- 
Qing against the current, which in many 
is extremely rapid, I saw about twenty 
le men throw themselves into -the water. 
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to tow the maache;* and oa reaching the 
shore, continue this laborious toil for half a 
day together, exposed to a burning sun, and 
obliged, by thie inequalities of the land and 
the water, to swim and run by turns. Their 
strength appeared to me more than human, 
and I believe that we find no where such in- 
defatigable sailors as in Egypt. They are be- 
sides, one of the best classes of the people; of 
which I have witnessed a very pleasing exam- 
ple: one of our men threw himself into the 
watei^, and swam with a small bundle on his 
head, towards the bank, which was at a great 
distance: I inquired the reason of it, and was 
informed that he was going to a village, above 
a league off, to carry to the wife of one of his 
companions, who was too old to undertake so 
fatiguing a journey himself, some money 
which he had earned during his absence. I 
saw him reach the shore, run with the rapidity 
of an arrow, and stop at the entrance of the 
village to put on his dress. As our boat sailed 
very fas^, I saw him an hour after re-appear 

* A name given to the great boats on the Nile. 
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in the water, and continue with the same 
cheerfulness the fatiguing work which awaited 
his return. The lively disposition of this class, 
seems to be owing to the scantiness of their 
wants and their extreme temperance; they sub- 
sist almost entifiely on lentils; and it is curious 
that Straboy speaking of lentils, pretends that 
this kind of food greatly tends to render peo- 
ple lively. Without, however, giving all the 
honour to the lentils, it is nevertheless certain 
that so simple a diet, and the active life of 
these men, must have an influence on their 
mind and constitution. Our European sailors, 
who are poorer than the peasantry; are amdng 
us too, more gay and unconcerned than the 
other working classes of society.* 

The seventh day after my departure from 
Alexandria, I at length perceived in the dis- 
tance the famous pyramids of Gizeh, and soon 
after we landed at fiovkk, the great suburb of 
Cairo. 

^ I am aware that it may be objected, and with reason, 
that the guety and carelessness of European sailors are 
owing rather to their unsettled mode of life than to 
their diet. However, odc of these causes doe» not ex- 
clude the other. 
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CHAPTER IV, 

Stay at Cairo.— The intesior of most of the Houses in 
Itiat "City.— The Asses of Africa.— Benev^ence of the 
Arabs. — Great Caravan of liecca. 

Hayino acquainted my. readers with Alex- 
andria, I shall, in speaking of Cairo, content 
myself with saj^ing, that this city, on account 
of its great population, and as the common 
centre or capital of Egypt^ is no less animated 
than tife first of these places. The streets are 
perhaps still narrower than those of Geneva 
and Naples, where the houses are frequently 
so near together, that U is easy to shake hands 
with your opposite neighbour. In a climate 
so sultry as that of Egypt, these streets have 
the advantage of being cool and shady during 
part of the day. Cairo presents much more 
originality than Alexandria, which, being a 
sea-port and. a commercial city, has a constant 
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f ith Europe. This latter city has 
een coosidered as out of the limits 
riginaily it was entirely inhabited 
I, and it was not till under the 
of the later Ptolemies, that the 
kewise obtained permission to re- 
The great number of straogers 
et there, even in these times, may 
get for a moment our distaoce 
; whereas at Cairo it is veryrsre 
h the European costume. The 
iofiee-houses, public baths, and 
oense; the crowd which fills the 
lours of the day, would not per- 
to pass through them on foot, un- 
Id run the risk of losing a limb. 
!, in attempting to pass through 

I was stopped with my mule, 
iog the exertions of my two Arab 
'ho kept close to me, and protect- 
lieir persons, crying out with all 

and distributing blows on all 

of Mr. Charles Rosetti, in which 
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I residedy is situated in the quarter of the 
Franks; it is spaciousi oommodiousi and agree- 
able, and (^ontains several courts. It is a mix- 
ture of Arab and European architecture, unit- 
ing the advantages of both. The inside, of 
most of the courts in Cairo, is adorned with a 
peristyle of columns, the elegance of which 
strikes at the first sight The apartments are 
almost all spacious and lofty, frequently adorn- 
ed with very fine carvings in wood, andf othic 
windows, the coloured glass of which sheds 
an agreeable and magic light, which reminded 
me of our gothic chapels in Germany and 
England.* I was never in one of these apart- 
ments without feeling that religious awe, which 
had been impressed upon my heart from my 
childhood, at the sight of one of those ancient 
monuments erected by the piety of our ances- 
tors, or without fancying myself transported 

* The object of this work not admitting of a disserta- 
tion upon architectttre, I shall merely observe here that 
I know the difference between the Gothic, Byzantine, 
and Arabic, architecture, but these three styles may be 
easily confounded at first sight by persons not accustomed 
to them. 
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to Byxantfum, during the latter centuries ^f 
the Lower, Empire. 

It is truly singular that one' cannot ^ke a 
step in Egypti in the present times; Without 
constantly recurring to past ages; but» indeed^ 
every thing that we see is so contrary to the 
usual course of our ideas* that we are sometimes 
tempted to confound reality with the illusions 
of imagination. In Mr. Rosetti's drawing* 
room there was a good piano of Vienna ma- 
Bubcturey and it may be imagined what plea- 
sure I received at the sight of this instrument 
to which I was to find a frequent source of re* 
creation. 

During the absence of my husband, I regu*' 
l«rly made excursions in the afterno'ooy ac- 
companied by my host, by a janissary, who 
preceded us on horseback, and by some Arabs, 
running. at my side and directing my mule. 
Thus I traversed Cairo and its environs, in all 
directions. Sometimes we extended our ex- 
cursions for several hours;, and, on these oc- 
casions, I admired the indefatigable activity 
of my Arabs, who, tb follow ourniules, were 
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obliged to rub si full speed, over bcffning 
iands and uaevdD roads, for many hours to* 
getber. I truly pitied them;, but their good- 
will, their patience, their gentle' disposition, 
were proof against every thing. Habit atone 
can enable these poor people to endure such 
JTatt^ues. They are accustomed to- them be- 
rimes; for the thousands of asses whieh are 
hired at Cairo, to go from one part of the city 
to. the other, are always accompaitled by a 
guide, who frequently, is little more than a 
child. The -African asses do not possess any 
of the bad qualitie3 imputed to ours. They 
are every thing rather than indolent; and it is, 
on Ihe contrary, very difScuit to inoderate 
their spirit. They generally go at a sh<»it 
trot, and their pac^ is perfectly even and gen- 
tle: they are so patient of fatigue that on my 
husband,^ one day, visiting the pyramid of 
Saccarah, nearly five leagues frogi Cairo, re- 
turned at an early hour the same day, without 
having had occasion to give the ass any food 
during the journey. They have yery singu- 
lar saddles: those of the women are sohigh, 
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' thftl they sit on them as on ai tH^ne,^ with 

thBir feet on the neck of the unijsfigL . 
,1 never touid - accostom myself to. these mid- 
dles, and, in riding, always used an English 
one#- 'In this manner, and dressed in the 
French &shion, I rode to the most remote 
quarters .« of the oily, without ener .meeting 
with any thing disagreeable. Ixontess, how^ 
ever^ ihlft my heart sometimes -misgave jue, 
^hen I passed through^ the bazars, or before 
the mosques, and the quarters of the Turkish 
soldiers. Naturally attracting the attention 
of the pas^^ngers, by idy *dress and mode of 
riding,' I eould not help recollecting the tra- 
gic end of one of the daughters of . the Swe- 
cUsbcQn$ul^ who had been killed by an Alba> 
nlan soldier, some y^ai's before, in. one of the 
squares of Cairo. If it was imprudent to ex- 
pose myself in this manner, the pleasure which 
tliese excursions afforded me overcame my 
natural timidity, and it was by these .means 
that I was able to observe and study the cha- 
racter of the Arabs. Good-faith and charily 
are two qualities which I had often occasion 
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to admire in them. I often saw the owner of 
a shop leav^ it, and content himself with tying 
a eord before it, Dr merely covering. with a 
cloth liis baskets of fruit or bread, which not 
one of the crowd that passed by attempted to 
touch. As to their charity, it is such that it 
extends^even to the brute creation. I have 
seen Arabs, poor themselves, feed troops of 
hungry dogs; and jet^,, with the religious su- 
perstition which characterizes them, dread 
touching one of these animals. 

Dogs, which according to the Mahometan 
law, are unclean or impure, are not used in 
Egypt as domestic animals. They are seen 
in great numbers in the environs and streets 
of Cairo; they are often very mischievous, 
and obstinately pursue passengers; but there 
is not a single instance of a mad dog, which 
is very extraordinary, considering the exces- 
sive heat and the privation of water to which 
they are exposed: from which it mi^t be in- 
ferred that their madness must be ascribed to 
their being domesticated. It is curious to see 
the dogs of Cairo divide the city among them 

5 
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of an evil which frequently arises from vice, 
idleness, and obstinacy.^ 

Riding one day through the streets of Cairo, 
I met tl^e greal caravan returning from Mecca. 
The street was so thronged by it that I was 
obliged to wait till it had passed. It is a very 
curious sight which is seen only once a year. 
This caravan, composed of pilgrims to Mecca, 

• 

sets out from Barbary and stops at Cairo, 
where it encamps, then continues its journey, 
becoming larger as it advances, like the ava- 
lanches on the mountains of Switzerland. The 
faithful who hgve made a vow to go and pray 
at the tomb of the Prophet, collect from all 
quarters^ and place themselves under the pro- 
tection pf the sheik of the caravan; a privi- 
lege enjoyed exclusively by a tribe of Arabs 
under the command of their chief. The valu- 

• There are at Cairo many funds, bequeathed by pri- 
vate persons, for charitable purposes. But as these funds 
are for the most part attached to the mosques, and ma- 
naged by the priests, it frequently happens that the latter 
appropriate the revenues to themselves, without e^er 
jinking of fulfilling the intentions of the donors. Bfany 
sheiks at Cairo have acquired immense wealth in this 
manner. 
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wbich this caravan generaUy 
:ca, renders this measure neces- 
rithstandiog the armed force by 
n-ted, it frequently happens that 
>y the Bedouin tribes who roam 
of Lybia and Arabia, and live 
I and plunder. The law of Ma- 
ids every true believer, lo per- 
>nce in his life, the pilgrimage 
that a number of persons from 

Asia and Africa, who under- 
irous and fatiguing journey, is 
Brable. The ealiphs of Curo 
'■ed the prerogative of present- 
I magnificent carpet at the tomb 
; but now the Pacha of Egypt, 
)r to their rights, has the ho^ 
; this rich present. At the end 
I carpet is cut into sipall pieces, 
*ibuted among the faithful by 
i highly prized. 

in-wbicb passed before me, I saw 
, who by their style of travel- 
to me to be of high rank. A. 
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large camel sDoietimes carrii 
of ^edan chair, fastened on 
animal. Other females, seat 
borne by two mules, were 
their slaves, and surrounded 
that luxury and wealth coul 
those of the poorer class, wi 
breast, were merely sitting o 
and in this manner submitte 
ships of this long journey, 
superb horses, with haughty 
and singular dresses, and rej 
beauty of their arms: — ia 
medley of pilgrims of all 
colours, attracted and engros; 
I thanked my good fortune f< 
served me on this occasion, 
I was told that I had run 
thus exposing myself to th 
fanatics. 
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e sometimes gives his 
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is always a sight at Cairo, which attracts 
Qumerous spectators. 

Mn Rosetti, thiakiag to gratify me^ took 
the liberty of requesting the Pacha to, iend 
him the carriage, and now behold me, accom- 
panied by his lady and her mother-in-law, -both 
natives of the Levant, in a pretty berline, 
drawn by six hones,, driren furiously by an 
Arab coachman, on the road to Schoubra. To 
get out of the. gates of the city was by no 
means an easy matter; the narrow streets, 9l 
crowd of people whom the sight had attracted 
?ound us, the cries of the populace, the swears 
ing of the coachman, ajid the fear of running 
over somebody, which, however, did not bin* 
der us from going at full -gftHop, inspired me 
with an alarm wJiich it is difficult to describe; 
while my companions, to whom this pleasure 
was quite new, laughed aloud, and seemed to 
have BO notion of the danger of their situation. 
We, however, arrived at Schoubra without 
any accident. It is a !pretty palace in the 
Copstantinopolitan style, and appeared to me 
to be very slightly built. The rooms are very 
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ih a prorusion of gilding 
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sive, sDd planted with taste; biit much crowd- 
with summer-houses. Most of the walks are 
payed with small coloured stones, which 
form a kind of mosaic that has a pleasing ef- 
fect. Attempts have been made to naturalize 
many plants and fruit-trees from Europe, in 
order to encourage, this branch of industry 
which might in time be productive of great 
advaDtages. After having visited every part 
of the f^ardeog, and looked at the ii^nuse 
plantations of mulberry -trees, which 9^er 
both sides of the road, we thought of return- 
ing, and letting the ladies get into the carri- 
age. I preferred going back to Caire, in a less 
splendid but safer manner, galloping by the 
side of their triumphal car. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The CiUdelof Cairo.— Joseph's Well.-^onstemition 
occMioned by » Bear. 

Bbino desirous to s6e the citadel, rendered 
so famous by the massacre of the Mamelukes,* 
I obtained permission to visit it, and went 
there with a large part^ v^his citadel, which 
commands Cairo, is itaelf uwrlooked by the 
MokatBm,t and would for ffl i y " g W iJft, be ill 

* This corps of troops, which had so long go^nntd 
Egypt, having given olfence to Ushomet Ati, he invited 
theai into the citadel, under pretence of a feast, whjcb 
WM to be concluded by a solemn march through the 
streets of Cairo. At the moment when the procesuon 
was about to descend, these unfortunate men, who had 
been bliaded bj thnr confidence, were attacked and 
massacred by Albanian troops, odvanlageoualy poated on 
the rocks which command the road. This act ot barba- 
rity, which policy required, at length restored tranquil* 
lity to Egypt, by permanently consolidating the power of 
Hahoroet AB. This scene of horror has lately been ahly 
repretented by the pendl of Mr. Horace Vemet. 

f A chuD of lime-stone nwuntains. 
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calculated to defend the city. The Pacha has 
rebuilt the palace which had beeu burnt, and 
surrounded it with pretty terraces, which are 
adorned with orange-trees and flowers. The 
prospect commanded from the Windows of this 
palace is truly magnificent. At our feet lay 
the immense city of Cairo, from this ele- 
vation resembling a great ant-hill; in the dis- 
tance the view embraced a rich plain, watered 
by the Nile; which had lately returned with- 
in its natural limits, and was covered with the 
first verdure of spring, which is so brilliant in 
this happy climate. To the West, our eyes 
discovered th6se venerable witnesses of past 
ages, lifting their grey summits to the clouds, 
and seeming proud of their struggle against 
lime; and the desert of sand, which separates 
the pyramids from the cultivated grounds, 
appears, when viewed fromtbis elevation, to 
serve as a line of demarcation between life and 
death; between the present and the past: 
lasily, the remote horizon was bounded by 
two chains of arid mountains, which enclosed 
this striking picture. 
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lekving the palace, we want to visit'J^ 
try and the Well of Joseph. The firelt: of 

i) remarkable for the beautiful marble 
tns which sapport its roof, and which are 
ised to hare been taken from a temple at 
phis. They have not preaerred the 
Bter of the Egyptian architecture, and it 
I evidenb>^t1^ A'rab chisel has made 

chiBges in it. Joseph's well is said to 
vo handred and 9eventy-«)X feet deep, 
[ isdirided into two stages: a narrow and 
path, cut into the rock, leads to the bot- 
An enclosure above the finel terrace, is 

by the inhabitants for the tonab of the 
reh Joseph. Notwithstanding its deptji, 
is nothing remarkable in this well; for 
are others of the same kind in Europe, 
ttance, that of the fortress of Konigstien, 
zony. When We descended from tlic 
I, we saw, in one of the 'courts of the 
u, an enormous elephant, which hail 
brought hiiher by the caravan from 
but it was decreed that we should not 
this place of terror without feeling its 
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efieMs ourselyes; for a bear, confined in the 
OTine p^aee, eseaping from its chains, frighten- 
ed*43»ar miiles^ which set off at full speed, puf 
sued by the formidable animal. It was at 
•leogth^ fortunately .secur.ed| , and we escaped 
vitfithcr fright. 
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. CHAPTER VII. 

juaUes— Popubr Romancei— Ainiisenient* of the Ambs 
—Wit of « BufioDn— The U»e of Opium. 

DifRiKQ my sUy at Cairo, I had the morti- 
ication to lose a yoking gazelle,, which I had 
rought from Alexandria. This charming lit- 
le creature was so attached to me, that it 
lever quitted my room, and followed me 
very wbere a1>out like a dog. The gazriles 
re certainly the most delicate and elegant 
nimals in the world. Their legs are exceed- 
ngly slender, and their agility surpasses alt 
magination. \Vhen they teap' tliey spread 
deir four legs in the air, so that they look 
ke a bird fiying. They are extremely clean, 
nd have a atrong smell of musk. Their 
air is short, smooth, and shining, and of a 
rey colour^ inclining to'browo. Their eyes 
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are magnifioent; the Orientals continually al> 
lude to them, to compliment their miitresses; 
and I have beard boatmen siog popular airs, 
the burtHen of which was always the eyes of 
the gazelle. 

. This song of th» boatmen though monoto- 
Qous, has something agreeable and soothing; 
they sing in chorus, and from time to time a 
voice declaims in recitative, to which the 
others answer: these are a kiod of ballads, or 
amatory songs, in which figures are not spar- 
ed. The Arabs have a very poetical lmaf;ina- 
tioii, as their literature proves; and, but for 
the tyrannic yoke which now fetters them, 
wQ might se^ the age. of the Abbasides revi- 
ved. Their language is very copious: to ex- 
press the idea of a Supreme being, they have 
ninety-nine different terms; they say that the 
hundredth name which their language wants, 
is too sublime to be pronounced by the lips of 
a mortal. This idea appears to me ve^ grand, 
and wortliy of the Divinity. 

One of the chief amusements (^ the Arabs 
consists in lUtf^ning to histones^ or tales in the 
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style of the Arabian Kights; they are never 
tired of hearing the most absurd and marvel- 
lous stories; to which they give a degree of 
credence and attention that are truly laughable. 
I have often seen groups of women, with their 
pipes in their mouths, sitting round an old sy- 
by I, who narrated some fable, which made 
their hair staod on end. They followed with 
their eyes all the motions of the sorceress, 
with an expression of terror and astonishment, 
and did not breathe freely till the conclusion 
had answered their expectation. 

The men^ who have more variety in their 
amusements, are, however, as delighted as th^ 
women with this kind of entertainment. They 
are particularly fond of assembling in. the cof- 
fee-houses, where they pass whole days in 
smoking their long pipes, called chibon, or 
the nargilcj a kind of long tube made of lea- 
ther, ending in a vase full of cold water. They 
are likewise very partial to plays and slight of 
hand, as well as the- singing and dancing of 
the women of the privileged class. Men in 
office, and the rich, have another kind of 
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amusement^ which was in great vogue in Eu- 
rope during the middle ages^ namely, that of 
buffoons or professed fools. These Oriental 
buffoons niaintain the reputation for wit ac* 
quired by their European hjrethren. They 
often tell their masters very plain truths^ lay 
wagers with them^ and do not spare inge- 
nious tricks, and even knavery, to attain their 
object, which, as may well he supposed, is no 
other than to obtain money. I was told the 
following trait of ingenuity in one of these buf- 
foons. This man one day seeing his master 
eat pillau^ a favourite dish among the Turks, 
which he would not have dared to touch be- 
fore the end of the repast, anvused himself 
meantime with holding over the dish pieces 
of bread, which he swallowed after they were 
imbued with the steam of the rice, to show 
Jiow desirous he was to have what was left. 
When the Turk had finished eating, he said 
to him,<ii) an angry tone, ^^You have been 
robbing me of the steam of my dish: you 
shall pay me for it; this pillau was worth a 
piaster, you shall pay me four.'' "Nothing 

6* 
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is moreJDst," answered the buffoon; "I tviU 
pay you immediately for what I have taken 
from you." He then drew from his purse a 
Spanish dollar, - which he-faalanced on the top 
of his finger, and madd it ring in the ear of his 
master. The Utter not knowing what this 
meant, at length asked impatiently when be 
waatQ be paid ? "Arej-ou not paid already?" 
said the buffoon; surely the sound of this me- 
tal is as good as the smell of your rice." 

Notwithstanding the prohihitjon of the Ko- 
ran, the men are iivgenenil givcn'to drinking; 
they always find means to procure nino, and 
take it either in secret, or under the pretext of 
health, as a medicine. The use of opia.m, so 
prejudicialto health, is common among them. 
That of Thata, in the Thebais, was formerly 
considered the best, but a great deal is now 
obtained from India. Thtt common people, 
instead of opium, prepare another narcotic, 
extracted from hemp leaves, pulverized, which 
they mix wilb honey and some aromatic sub- 
stances; these they form into little pills, which 
are easily swallowed. 
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CUAPTER VIII, 

Serpents— -Magiciani3->-Psylli— Religious Enthusiasm. 

-- I WAS one day taken to see tricks performed 
wiik serpents iihd scorpions. When I arrived, 
I saw a^i Arab crouched on the ground, who 
handled two . enorisous serpents with great 
dexierity: he made them glide, sometimes 
into his bosom, sometimes ugder his turban, 
and produced them, the next moment, in a 
box, from which he seemed to lake them. He 
then suspended them round his neck, taking 
their head in his mouth j then coiling. them 
round bis arms, he commanded them to re- 
main quiet there, while he recommenced the 
same maoceuvre with two horrible scorpions, 
the stings of which he had taken out, as he 
had done the fangs of the serpents. He then 
made these hideous reptiles fight together, 
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iged vrith each 
lated, he threw 
t air, which he 
he same maah< 
D w^ see in Euku^v. > uck 
egan to tire me, and I went 
ncIusioD. 

, I was tnformed of the ar- 
tnagician, beloaging to the 
who pretend that they pos- 
ittractiog towards them all 
iy by chance be concealed 
ippearance of this man had 
re, and perfectly agreeing 
part he had chosen. His 
d a kind of tufl on the top 
e rest wa^ shaved; a black 
fell down upon his breast, 
two rows of black beads, 
r; he held in one hand a 
' the branch of a date-tree, 
aside his dress to show that 
( concealed in bis jacket. 
J muttering some mystic 
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words; then running all over, the house, he 
struck the walls with his magic wand;^ rolling 
his ey^Sy and mAing frightful contortions; 
but as no sfirpents made their appearnce, he 
ordered chafing-dishes tp be brought, and com- 
menced fumigations with flour, sulphur, and 
onion-peel, which spread such a smoke and 
ofiensive smell, that it almost suffocated us; 
while he himself^ losing his breath, was se- 
veral times obliged to interrupt his conjura- 
tions. This scene took place in one of the 
cellars of the house, filled' with charcoal and a 
number of barrels. The serpents continuing 
to resist his exorcisms, he began to be evi- 
dently embarrassed and uneasy; for* he would 
have been very sorry to lose his reputation as 
a sorcerer, which gave him great celebrity 
among his countrymen. We observed that 
he, from time to time, approached his com- 
rade, who had followed him hither, without 

* This wand is generally taken from the summit of the 
tree, the young leaves of which, like the heart of a let- 
tuce, have a delicate flavour resembling walnuts. Ser- 
pents are said to be very fond of them ; perhaps the smell 
of this branch mav contribute to atti'act them. 
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doitbt in tbe hope that, favoured by the smoke 
id th« obscurity of the plaee^ the latter would 
i able. to slip into hi»,hand*a serpent, which 
} had probablf concealed in his girdle} bnt 
e took care not to lose sight of him: sn^ 
hen my husband ti^d him that he would 
osely ezamin* the serpent which be' pro- 
pcedj to convince bioiselC whether it ba^ 
ill all its. teeth, be despaired of fascioatiq^ 
or eyes: he told lu that thp serpent tMd quit- 
td llie cellar^ and takenrefuge in the oentre 
f thp earth.. It was by this excuse that he 
lougbt tp sftve bis reputation u a nitQ of ex- 
raordinary talent. It way, -however, be al> 
iwed, to a certain extent, that these people 
oesess the secret of attracting serpents; but it 
i very natural, where there are none, Ihoy can-, 
pt make any appear by the power of their art. 
.These people,, called Psylli, and who still 
irm a separate class, are supposed to be de- 
cended from the ancient Psylli, mentioned 
y Plioy, Celsus, and other writers of aoti- 
uity. They now employ themselres, m for- 
nerly, in taking and taming serpents. They 
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firmly believe tbey possess a secret which ren- 
ders these aoimals subject to their power. It 
appears^ from a passage in the Psalms, that 
the aKient P&ylii likewise practised these 
tricks. In ficclesiasticus, xii. 13, it is said, 
<< Who will pity a charmer that is bitten with 
a serpent?'^ This^ passage pi^ves the anti- 
quity of their profession, and their mysterious 
seienee. We were told, that there are now 
three hundred of them at Cairo. They have 
initiated drsciples, and young pcopke are not 
admitted to a knowledge of the secrets of IheiV 
art, till they have gii^en proofs of discretion 
and address. Some days before the Caravan 
of Mecca leaves Cairo, and also on the birth* 
day of the Prophet, these Psylli go in proces- 
erton through the streets of the city, as well as 
those of Rosetta, which enjoys the same pre- 
rogative, having large serpents suspended 
round their necks, ^nd reciting prayers an^ 
religious hymns. They exert themselves to 
suel) a degree during this pious exercise, that 
they fall, or at least pretend to fall, into pa- 
roxysms of fanatic rage. They bite the ser- 
pents, and rend them with their teeth, uttering 
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frightful cries and bowlings, accompanied with 
eonvulaive motions, till, exhausted with f^ 
tjgue, and foaming at the inout^,. they fatl 
dowD half dead. - The people, who consider 
them as saints, then surround them, and the 
women, especially, eagprly collect thejoaip, 
which they firmly believe will procure them 
immediate admittance to Paradise. 

I had eecasion to witness at Cairo .another 
ipecies of religious faaatioism.' I heard onp 
day, at a short distance from xtty reaideoce, 
for several hours together, singiog, or more 
properly c^ngj^so uniform and fatiguing that 
I inquired the cause of this singularity, l 
was told that it was some decfiM or monk, 
who repeated while dancing on his heels the 
name of Allah, till, c^npletely exhausted, he 
sunk down insensible. These unhappy vision- 
aries in fact often expire at the end of this 
*holy dance; and the cri^s of the one whom I 
heard, having commenced M the afternoon, 
and continued during the whole of the night, 
and part of the following morning, I doubt 
not that his pious euthuaiasm cost him his 
life. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Superstitions.— .Baths.— ^Early marriages. — Despair bf a 

mother. 



The Arabs^ like all the Orientals, are ex- 
tremeljT superstitious: the art of looking into 
futurity is still very commonly professed 
among them. They draw most of their au- 
guries from the lines of the palm of the hand; 
sometimes they also use little black and white 
balls, which they throw like diee upon large 
sheets of parchment covered with cabalistic 
figures. I sent for one of the old sibyls, who 
practised this art, and I put her into a passion 
by plaguing her in my turn. 

The Balhs, which in the East are a public 
amusement of the women, are too well known 
to be dwelt upon here. These baths, which 
are generally situated in the bazars, arc open 
dGftirig several days in the week„to the public 






M 






■a- '* 






j4' ' KBC0U.ECTIO«a OV EfirPT. 

in general: women of all ages, in their finest 
clothea, 3t«emble «ar1y in the morniDg and 
[MBS here the greater part of the day; it is a 
pltce of rendezvous, where thay generally 
cary even ^ir yoiing children. The estresie 
beat of these r^xtur baths often obliges Aem, 
t)owe?er, to lay aside not only their oroa- 
oiants, but even their dress, and thus they 
ipend the day, chatting, smoking, and lau^ 
Ing: f«r the woqaen of the E^st nerer amuse 
^emselves so much as at these places of pub- 
lie' meeting. Meantime, their slares rub their 
limbs with a kind of paste, made of the hia- 
nentsof the date-tree, which is said especially 
io contribute to render the skin .soft and 
iroooth, which they consider as a principal 
:harm, or else they anoint tliem with ptecious 
|)erfumet, and make their joints crack to ren- 
ler them supple. A lady of my acquaintance 
who visited these baths, told me that it was a 
irery singular and curious scene, but that the 
sye was much oflener struck by features of 
jgliness, than b^ the pleasing forms of befl'uly. 
Not having felt any inclination to visit Iheso 



bathsy I QOQ tented myself with seeing those in 
tliG house of Mr. Rosetti^ the neatness and 
elegance of whiph are far preferable . to those 
of the bazars, where hundreds of women as- 
sesible. The ladies of the family, among 
whofii YiBS a grand-mother, twenty-seven years 
of 'dge, used them frequently. 

I>is generally believed, that the frequent 
u^e of vapour bati:is tends early to destroy thiQ 
charms of the Oriental women; however the 
climate of Egypt^ and -the early marriages^ 
hsve also a share. Yoang persoi^a are mar* 
ried w.hen they are-little better than children, 
and the Cophts often marry their children at 
the age <^ six or ^even years. You see mo- 
thers, twelve or thirteen years of age, and the 
women of Egypt might frequently see them- 
selves surrounded with their great grand-child- 
ren, if nature granted them as long a life as 
the wonten of other countries; but they rarely 
attain an advanced age, and it seems that their 
precocious developemett cpntributes more 
speedily to destroy their physical strength, 
by etxhaasting the principle of vitaMty. 

I was one day witness at Cairo to a truly 



^' j...?«4 



-"'riaj*^*.- 



> BECOLLECTlQMS OF 'EGYPT. 

stressing scene: a poor Arab wtijovr, who 
/ed opposite K)''inei had the misfortune to 
ae bar only daughter. The viqJent grief to 
hich the unhappy mother gave herslf up) 
nnot be described; the streets of Cairo being 

I have already said,, extremely narrow, I 
IS able to^see every thing that passed in her 
iiiee: ivhen the young persfn had expired, 
B distressed mother began to tear her hair, 

rend her garments, and beat her breast, 
tering such piercing cries ihat I thought she 
IS going to lose her reason. The female 
Qurners having arrived, she covered her face 
itb dirtj her cries, tears, and lamentations 
d not cease till the deceased was buried. I 
nnot comprehend how thetr strength can 
ar such violent emotions; but I was told 
it these outward tokens of despair are em- 
jyed in Egypt, on the death of every indi- 
jual, whether sincerely regretted or not 
:rodotu3, i^ Book ii, chap, lxxsv. has re- 
rded the ceremonies anciently in use at Uie 
ath of f n Egyptian, and it is a faithful pic- 
■e of what is still daily practised on similar 
Msions in this country. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Vint to the Pyramids. 

None of the numerous travellers who visit 
in oyr days the anci6dt kingdom of .the Pha- 
raohs, will fail to admire the gigantic and dU' 
rable monuments of these shepherd kings. 
The most singular circumstance is, that time, 
which preserV'es traditions more easily than 
works raised by the hand of man, has not 
transmitted any preci9e information respecting 
the j>rimitive object of these astonishing edi« 
fices. Herodotus himself, who saw them above 
, twenty centuries before us, contents himself 
with giving some vague data, which are rather 
vsupositions than historieal* facts. The majority 
of ancient authors are not agreed either on 
the time or object of their erection: Aristotle, 
speaking of the pyramids, pretends that they 
were erected bji^ tyrants, in order to employ 
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d prevent them, frbm revolting. 
ioD which is most generally cre- 
founded on the well known tastb 
■ Egyptians Cor magnificent sepul- 

which consider the pyramids as 
ms Of tomba of their founders. It 
probable that th^se singular edi- 
i served for the iniliations^ and 
he religious ceremonies, of these 
10 invaded Egypt, and were at- 
e Slibsean worship. It is well 
he dynasty of the shepherd kings 
jelf in Egypt during several ceo- 
lat they chose Memphis for their 
reas the ancient Sacerdotal go- 
8 established at Thebes, 
rous to behold with our own eyes 

grandeur of these edifices, of 
; idea cannot be formed except 
:ed at their foot, we fixed a day 
won, with a numerous company, 
idies of Mr. Rosetti'a family. As 
bad to pass through a great part 
d feared the fatigue of their lai^ 
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black ailk cloaks^ which cover half the face^ 
they chose the Mameluke costume) aad, with- 
out well knowing .why, I followed their ex- 
ample. Camels, carrying tents and- provisions 
had been sent before us early in the morning. 
Our little caravan, consisting of eight gentle- 
men in the European. dress, five ladies in the 
Turkish costume, followed by some janissa- 
ries, negro slaves/ and the Arab gnides run- 
ning by our side,' set out, mounted on asses, 
in the finest weather. > 
• Having never before worn the Mameluke 
dress, I found myself extremely embarrass* 
ed in passing through the streets of Cairo, 
as I observed that we excited the attention 
and curiosity of the crowd, who doubtless 
were surprised to »see five Turks among this 
European company. My companions, to 
whom I did not dure to speak, participated 
in my embarrassment, and we felt quite re- 
lieved when we reached the country. We 
then passed through old Caira, a kind of su- 
burb, distant abolil*half a league from the 
city, and cast a look at the beautiful aque- 
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duct^ which is of the time of Ihe Caliphs^ 
and has a ptctuFesque effect 

We embarked at this place to cross the 
Nile, and admired oh the passage the charm- 
ing isle of Rhoda, formed by two arms of this 
river, and adorned with the richest vegeta- 
tion; then passing through a grove of palms 
which grows on the ruins of ancient Mem* 
phis, our road led through fields and pastures, 
intersected by numircHn ditches and canab 
for watering the land, till nature, becoming, 
more and inore sterile and destitute of all ve- 
getation, we came to the entrance of a sandy 
desert which we Had to cross to reach the 
Pyramids. 

The sheik of the Pyramids, accompanied 
by several Arabs of the tribe inhabiting the 
desert round them, and who claim the right 
of guiding strangers to them, eame to meet 
us, and received us, as it were, on the fron- 
tiers of his dominions. It was formerly rery 
dangerous to make even a short excursion in 
the environs of Cairo, oo*«niount of the tribea 
of wandering Arabs, who make no scruple of 
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plundering and massacreing travellers. Lord 
Valentia, who was here fifteen years before us, 
had found it necessary tp have an escort of 9 
hundred soldiers, whereas, under the govern- 

r 

ment of Mahomet Ali, we enjoyed this plea- 
sure in perfect security. 

When we first saw these monuments at a 
distancd^ they did not appear to us of colossal 
size, and it was not till we were quite near 
them, that we were able to judge of the im- 
mensity of their dimensions, by the objects of 
comparison round them. A silent wonder, or 
rather dread, seizes the soul at the sight of 
this gigantic 4)ile of stones, which seems as if 
placed by enchantment in the middle of the 
Desert. When we reflect how maoy thousand 
hands laboured to erect these edifices, and 
how much knowledge the ancients must have 
possessed in the employment of mechanical 
means, not only to convey these enormous 
blocks of stone, but also to raise them to such 
a height, we are struck with astonishment at 
the sight of such an undertaking, and make 
painful reflections on the inutility of most of 
the works of man. 
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I entered the largest of the Pyr^midsi that 
of Cheops. Tbe other ladies did not wish to 
follow roe^ as the vaulted ^nd winding i^j^ 
sage, which leads to the interior of the buy- 
ing, is very fatiguing^ in some places ,you i^ 
obliged to creep through a very narrow openr 
ing; in others the steps are so steep, that I 
never could hat e mounted them without the 
assistance of my ^wo Arabs. Notwithstand- 
ing my disguise, these good people had doubt* 
less guessed who I was, as they paid great at- 
tention to me, encouraging, and continually 
warning me of the dangerous passages we, had 
to traverse; some Arabs . preceded us with 
torches; the obscurity of this subterraneous 
vault, the singular effects of light on the d^k 
and expressive countenances of my guides, 
the cries of the night birds and bats, to which 
these gloomy and solitary retreats serve as a 
refu^ the impure air which we breathed, 
made me almost fancy that I was the sport of 
some dream, in which the scenes of the won- 
derful lamp of Aladdin unfolded themselves 
to taj view; We, however, reached the 
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Wient in the interior of the Pyramid, 
Being the king of the Gnomes, and 
nly a very plaio opeo- sarcophagus, 
luppoaed to have been the tomb of 
I Pharaoht. If tiiese' Pyramids wm% 
i>r ioitiatioD into the mysteries,* I 

ndenthii nippositiun itill more probable, it 
constmotkon of the great Pjrramid bf Sacca- 

my huibvid discovered the entrance. This 
itaina > great minuet nf piwmges and corri- 
reral cbamben, in the wallj of which were 
■nvei pieces ok' porcelun of vuious colours, 
I seen b; torch-light, must have i pretty eF- 
are id«o hieroglyphio above leverftl dMrs, a 
:which.bai not. hitherto been remarked in 
Tsmidi. The largest of these chambers, tbe 
ich Were blackened by the smoke of the 
:ained, instead of a sarcophagus, a small B)inc' 
d of several blocks of stone, placed one upon 
) which a Dtian could ea^Iy enter, and from 
oice of the oracle wai probably made to is. 
I be regretted ^t the sand aX the desert 

the entrance to this Pyramid a short lime 
:rations which my husband had eauaed to be 
there. Five-and-twenty Arabs had worked 
; two-and-twenCy days. In order to reach 

they were abided to descend into a well 
rp. This passage was extremely dangerousi 
ime after my husband first went down, the 
■ell Cell in, and it was so choked up, that it 
an eight days to clear it ag^n. IF any pcr- 
1 inside of the Pyramid at such a moment they 
ensbeil by a cruel death. 



84, KBCOIJf CTIOHS OF_£eTPT. 

can conceive that the singularity of this sub- 
terraDeous passage may have served to exalt 
the imaginatioii of the initiatec}; and that by- 
means of the obscurity which prevails in it, 
the terror which the place excites might be 
enhanced. I own, that I felt when i came 
out, a very lively sensation of pleasure at see- 
ing the blue firmament and the light of day. I 
was so fatigued that it was impossible for me 
to go to the top of the Pyramid, from which 
there is said to be a most extensive prospect. 
My husband, however, who ascended- it, told 
me that the view from it was-by no means so 
beauliful as Savary and other travellers had 
pretended, on account of the chains of arid 
mountains, and the deserts of sand which surr 
round them. We afterwards went round the 
other Pyramids, and the day beginning to 
draw to a close, we retired to our tents, which 
the Arabs had taken care to pilifli pear tjie 
great Pyramid. Here we found tfce Kiaschef 
of Gizeh, the chief of this village and the dis- 
trict surrounding it; he was a peisyn of some 
consequeoce, and having been informed of our 
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urkish ladies, and also knew the wife of the 
iaschef, told me that the latter had informed 
>T that she had lately made a present to her 
:phew, I believe on occasion of his birthday, 

a beautiful Circassian slare. This anec- 
ite, which Jias nothing remarkable in it, is 
entioned here only as a proof of the singa- 
rity of the manners and cosloms of a people, 
ho consider beings endowed With Mnsibility 
id reason, merely as objects of ostectotioti. 
Night having set in, we left our tentUo en- 
y the pictaresque eSket of the Pyramids du- 
ng bright moonlight. They rose towards 
• spangled Armament, like Ihe giants in the 
ble, while their shadows extended far over 
e white and sandy tract which surrounds 
em. The fires of our Arabs, our scattered 
nts, added to the siogularity of our situation, 
ffused a peculiar and mysterious charm over 
is nocturnal scene. 

The following day, after having,-for the 6rst 
ne in my life, passed a night as it were in 
eopen air, we bade adieu to these wonders 

the world, and arrired early and without 
y accident at Cairo. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Uepsvtore from Cairo for Up^ier Egypt'. 

' We left Cairo toftrards the tntddle of De- 
cember, ISfil. The Nile no longer inun- 
dated the country, nrhich, clothed in all the 
beauty of spring, delighted our eyes with the 
sight of the loveliest vegetation. Every circum- 
stance cOBCarred to make this voyage agree- 
ahle; for my husband had endeavoured to ren- 
der every thing as convenient and safe as pos- 
sible. For this purpose we hired a vessel con- 
taining two commodious rooms; and a kind of 
ante-chamber for our domestics. Doctor Rieci, 
a young man of great talents, accompanied us 
as a physician and draughtsman; an interpre- 
ter, an Albanian Renegado, had been taken 
into our service, and the Pacha granted us one 
of his officers for our security. Our cook had 
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made ample provision that we should not 
stand in need of any thing; a necessary pre- 
caution in a countrjr entirely destitute of inns; 
andy furnished with letters of recommendation 
from the Viceroy to the Pacha commanding 
the troops in Upper Egypt^ we set sail. But 
fate had decreed, that our {>atience should be 
put- to a* severe trial, as we had a contr&ry 
wind for three weeks, and were twenty-one 
days in going from Cairo to Minieh; whereas 
on t>ur return, impelled by the current and a 
dreadful hurricane, we were only two days. 

These first three weeks, which were barren 
of interesting events, afford me only the re-. 
QoIIejctron of a little adventure which was re* 
lated to me, and which I will here repeat for 
the amusement of my readers. Forty leagues 
from Cairo, the eye is struck by the appear- 
ance of a chain of calcareous mountains, which 
border the right bank of the river for a whole 
league. Thc^e mountains, called by the Arabs, 
;Gebel-eI-Tair, Mountainsi of Birds, from the 
immense quantity of birds which inhabit them, 
are pierced with a multitude of holes, which 
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serve them as places of retreat, and which, 
from the singularity of their forms, resemble 
at a distance, hieroglyphic figures. The^ whit^ 
ish colour of these mountains, which dazzles 
the eyes from the reflection of the rays of the 
sun, their melancholy asidity, the mournful 
cries of the birds which quit their retreats on 
the approach of the boats, all combined filled 
the heart with a secret dread. Our boat very 
rapidly passing this plac^^ I remained, with 
my eyes fixed upon these rocks, absorbed in 
one of those reveries for which we find it diffi- 
cult to account; when Dr. Ribci, addressing 
nie, said that this chain of mountains concealed 
from view a Cophtic convent; the monks of 
which generally came down tp ask alms of 
travellers. ^<Itis ia this convent," said he, 
^nhat I met with a very interesting adven- 
ture, on my first visit to Upper Egypt; and 
which seems to have something romantic in 
it, though it really occurred.'^ These few 
words excited my curiosity; and I begged him 
to gratify it, which he did, by telling me the 
following story, nearly in these terms. 

8* 
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tile plains of the provio^e of Minlefr. Nume« 
rous viJIagesy with their palm groves, and 
herds of buffaloes and flocks of goats, scatter- 
ed over the plains, and the rich vegetation 
of this country presented the most pleas- 
iDg and diversified scene. What a contrast 
struck us as we looked towards the spot which ^ 
we had first reached. Blocks of stone, detach- 
ed and scattered here and there over a desert 
of sand, extending farther than the eye could i 

reach, presented an in>age of chaos; thehand of 
man had never attempted to change this bar- 
ren tract into a fruitful soil; and it is proba- 
ble, that such an attempt would have proved 
vain. We then perceived a wretched hut, 
, which the monk pointed out to us as his dwell- 
ing, situated in the midst of a small ceme- 
tery; and this convent, which resembled most 
other monasteries in nothing but its ^levated / 

position, did not appear to us at all calculated f 

to inspire a love of retirement Having sa- 
tisfied our curiosity, we were going to quit 
this place, which had so little to recommend 
it, when we suddenly heard some words spo- 
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of profound metaneholy; bis features were 

dignified and regular; his mouth,* which seem* 

ed as if it never smiled^ diminished the eSect 

of his fioe countenance^ which might have 

been compared to a beautiful northern land- 

scape, deprived) by a misty atmo^here, of 

the effects of Hght and of the brilliant tints of 

the sooth. Being no longer able to repress 

the interest, or rather the curiosity which I 

felt, I ventured with some hesitation to ask 

him some questions on his' situation, and the 

reasons that could have induced him to adopt 

it, adding,; that Egypt could certainly not be 

his native country^ A transient expression of 

xnelandioly overspread his countenance, and 

being sensible of my indiscretion, I begged 

him to pardon my curiosity, in consideration • 

oi the interest I felt for him. He replied, 

that there was nothing particular in his history / 

to merit the attention of any body; that he |, 

was a Roman by birth, and that being the 

youngest of his family, his parenjts.had educa* 

ted him for the ecclesiastical profession, for 
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which he had a decided asrersion; that flying 
from the paternal roof, he passed the greatest 
part of his life among infidels, whose faith he 
had eiren embraced; that the death of an adored 
being had made him sensible of the enormity 
of bis fauftsy and his errors; and- that, deter- 
mined to pass the remainder of his life in 
penitence, he had chosen this wild and desert 
spot to end his days. He. thus concluded his 
sliort narrative, and turning his eyes towards 
the cemetery, added: Port of the wretched! 
the only refuge against the storms of life, why 
dost thou not present thyself to the imagina- 
tion of men, when, agitated by tumultuous 
passions^ and unbridled desires, they act as 
if their life were without limit, and their afflic* 
tions without end; whereas every thing tends 
towards thee, and the remembrance of the good 
we may have done in this woirld, alone accom- 
panies us into the neict, and survives our 
death! Moved by these words, and the ex- 
pression which accompanied them, we took 
leave of the veperable old man, who gave us 
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his blessing on aur departure. Nin 
after, on my return from Upper E 
ing desirous of ance more seeing t!i 
prior, I took the road to his con^ 
approached, one of the monks perce 
pointed to, a fresh grave. He had 
suffer," 
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CHAPTER XII. 

luusan. — Arrival at Radttmoun.— Hepmo- 
t caused b; Bome Arabs. — Instance of 
rahiin Facbo. 

ing to particularize the numerous 
vre met with during the whole of 
ind which having been sufficientljr 
more learned and able pens t^an 
speak only of those things which 
me the mast interesting. Near 
we went on shore, and passin°; 
tract, began to climb the rocks 
perns are hewn, which served as 
e ancient Egyptians. The sides 
covered with j)Binlings, in very 
ation, representing their several 
ind some of their diversions, for 
hunting of the Gazelle, and some 
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kiods of gymnastic exercises. These caverns 
appear to bare been the burying places of the 
working classes of the people; for we found 
no representations of triumphal processions, or 
scenes of initiatioui such as we afterwards saw 
in the royal tombs at Thebes* 

On our arrival at Radamoun^ we were well 
received by an Englishman who is the direc* 

m 

H 

tor of a sugar refinery, belonging to the Pacha. 
The Arabs, who were jealous of this situation^ 
had reported, in order to depreciate the sugar 
manufactured by a Christian, that to clarify it 
he had employed the blood of hogs, which 
being an unclean animal, is abhorred by the 
Arabs, and from that time he was obliged, in 
order to pacify their scruples, and induce them 
to purchase, to clarify with eggs. It is only 
in a country so abounding in poultry as Egypt, 
that it is possible to make use of such a pro- / 

cess, which requires an enormous quantity of ; 

eggs: in Mr. Brinn's manufactory, a thou- 
sand are every day required for ^tbis pur- 
pose. 

The environs of Radamoun, and a great ex- 

9 



SERIOUS ALAR 

I had passed some hours in 
cabin, but my husband not 
out to see what was going fo 
ceived that a favourable and 
had Just risen, and that we v 
great rapidity. Seeing that 
possible for my husband to o 
dered them to lower the sails 
but the Reis, [captain of the vi 
iil-will, or because he did no 
favourable an opportunity ol 
the voyage, pretended not to 
and went on, notwithsttndi 
orders that I gave him throu 
ter. My uneasiness increas 
ail impetuous wind, we seem 
the air, till night-fall obliged 
the shore, and cast auchor. 
thus passed in a cruel suspet 
den noise, and loud and 
tions, struck my ear. I se 
vaot to ascertain the cause 
she returned accompanied b 
who declared that this plat 
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safe; tbat several travellers had been attacked, 
plundered, and murdered there a short time 
before, and that the dispute which I had heard 
arose from the language of some Arabs w'ho 
had approached our vessel, and appeared to 
have ill designs. To form an idea of my 
situation, it must be observed, that we had 
long since distrusted this intecpreter, whose 
physiognomy displeased me extremely. Cofi- 
stantly armed with a brace of loaded pistols, 
which he wore in his girdle, bislanguage, his 
appearance, his being a renegado, all conspired 
lo excite alarm. I therefore saw in a moment 
that his intention was to intimidate me by ex- 
agitated accounts, and, if a favourable oppor- 
tunity should offer, to avail himself, in con* 
cert with ths captain, of my being left for a 
time alone in their "power. I told him, there- 
fore, in a pretty firm tone, that I was by no 
means afraid of the banditti without, and that 
for those in the boat, I should know how to 
make myself respected by them. Notwith- 
standing this bold declaration, I was by no 
means at tny ease; I believe, however^ that I 
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succeeded in awiog then| in my turn, for the 
noise soon after ceased, and order was restor- 
ed. Id fact, if these people had any bad in- 
tentions, what could 1 have done? It is true, 
that I had with me the Turkish officer of the 
Pacha, of whose good will there was no doubt; 
bat it was impossible for me to make myself 
anderstood by him; besides, what could he 
have done in my defence against the great 
number of Arabs in the vessel, under the 
command of the captain, and those who might 
perhaps come from the environs. I, however, 
called my husband's valet de chambre, an ho- 
nest German, who was entirely devoted to us: 
I made him sleep at the door of my cabin, and 
giving him a brace of loaded pistols, which 
always hung at my bedsidei ordered him to 
fire at the first who should come and dare to 
disturb me. In this manner I passed the ni^t 
in very painful anxiety, and it was not till the 
following morning, about ten o'clock, that my 
husband ariived, which gave me very great 
joy. I need not: say, that be severely repri- 
manded the interpreter and the captain, who 
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excused themselves, by saying, that they had 
themaeWes been very uneasy on my account; 
but that they never would have suffered any 
harm fo happen to me. The Arabs have al- 
ways some pretext at hand; however, it is al- 
most certain, that the inhabitants of this coun- 
try had ill intentions with respect to us; and 
that but for the salutary fear of punishment 
which Mahomet Ali has inspired into them, 
they would not have failed to plunder and ill- 
iise us, in concert with the Arabs of our ves- 
sel. We learnt then, that this whole country 
had been infested with robbers, and that the 
security at present enjoyed was owing only to 
tlie son of the Pacha, who had been obliged to 
resort to very rigorous measures, by execut- 
ing a great number of these wretches. 

One instance of the intrepidity of this young 
prince was related to us on this occasion. Be- 
ing in this province with a number of troops 
much inferior to the Arabs, who committed 
the most dreadful excesses, he learfft that their 
chief who had retired with his troops into a 
neighbouring town, had sworn to assassinate 
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him. Ibrahim Pachai who might exffect to be 
attacked, and probably to be overpowered by 
mimbersy resolved to anticipate them, iind with 
some of his most resolute soldiers^ sudden- 
ly approaching the house occupied by the 
chief of the band, he took it by stortn, and, 
notwithstanding the vigorous resistance of the 
banditti, seized their chief, carried htnS away, 
and had him executed upon the ^o^:' The 
other Arabs, having scarcely had ti^^tb be 
informed of this event, no sooner iea]ri)4^«tb|it 
their chief had fallen into the hand^ ih the 
prince, and had been put to death by his oT'^ 
ders, than they were seized with terroty and, 
far from thinking of attack, sought safety in 
flight. 
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CHAPTER Xill 

Empliqiiieiit of our nmc— Hunting 

C»tge.—T>Aiitt Ltdaliua.— Abyito. 

The moDth of Jaauary, in whieh we dow 
were, is ceruinly the moat favourable season 
for viaiting Upper Egypt The beat is very 
moderate, and the verdure in its greateat tua* 
tre. All nature seemed attired in its festal 
robe; the air was embalmed with the richest 
perfume, arising undoubtedly, from the field* 
of beans, which are cultivated to a great ex- 
tent in Upper Egypt, and were then in blos- 
som. We were dfclighted with the beauty of 
the climat^ and the pleasant scenes which we 
visited; but, that we might examine minutely 
the various monuments that we met with on 
the way, we proceeded but very slowly, mak- 
ing the vessel stop at all those places where we 
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might expect to meet with curious and inte- 
resting objects. 

To give my readers an idea of the manner 
in which we spent our days, when they did 
not afford any thing particularly interesting in 
the study of antiquities, I will give them a 
sketch of our occupations and amusements. 
We rose very early, because the extreme cool- 
ness of the nights and the evening dews, which 
are very prejudicial to the eyes, obliged us to 
retire betimes. After our breakfast, which 
consisted of coffee and buffaloes' milk, which 
we Clever had any difficulty to procure, my 
husband and Dr. Ricci, provided with fowling 
pieces, and myself, attended by my little ne- 
gro, ^we»t o n shorer-and ^?rfeite^e~gentteiiieii 
were occupied in their sport, I amused my- 
self with botanizing, and walking about the 
country. After. this morning's promenade^ 
we returned to the boat, the gentlemen gene- 
rally with some game, and I with my basket 
filled with cresses and aromatic herbs, which 
grow in great abundance at this season, and 
which made an excellent sallad for our din* 
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ner. Sometimes^ also, while the boat was 
slowly sailing along, we mounted our asses, 
and rode into the interior of the country, or, 
going along the bank, visited the villages, sur- 
rounded with groves of palms, where we ex- 
cited, in po small degree, the curiosity of the 
inhabitants. 

It was in one of these rides along the Nile, 
that I was one day seized with terror at the 
unexpected sight of an enormous lizard four 
feet long, called Vareus, which I at first sight 
took for a crocodile, which it closely resem- 
bled. This poor creature, which is said to be 
of a very harmless and gentle disposition, was 
doubtless as much frightened as myself on 
perceiving moj for it leaped from a little 
height over my head, into the Nile with such 
precipitation, that I escaped with being splash- 
ed and wetted, instead of bdng devoured, as I 
had expected. Returning home, we amused 
ourselves for several hours till dinner time. 

Our dinners, as may easily be supposed, 
were very plain. We had taken with us a sup* 
ply of potatoes, which are imported from Eu* 



-.9 



t 



SMPLOTM£NT OF OTTK TIME. 107 ' 

rope; rice^ lentils, French beans, and dried 
fruits; as to fresh vegetables we could procure 
none, as the inhabitants do not cultivate any. 
Besides this we had mutton, which the natives 
esteem very much, and fowls, of which we 
had brought a great number in our boat. My 
husband's sport generally produced us some 
turtle-doves, thrushes, ducks, wild cocks, and 
pelicans, the flesh of which has an agreeable 
odour. Our European gourmands would pro- 
bably have been but ill contented with this 
fare; for I know some who would give the 
world for a turkey with truflSes. On the other 
hand, we had excellent dates, honey, and fresh 
eggS; which are so abundant in Upper Egypt, 
that forty are sold for a para: a small coin, 
forty of which are equal to an Egyptian, pias- 
tre, 400 to a Spanish dollar. We had taken 
care to provide ourselves with a little libra- 
ry, and our evenings were agreeably spent in 
reading. 

In this manner we advanced till we reached 
the site of the ancient city of Anteopolis, the 
magnificent temple of which, adorned with a 
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portico of fourteen columns, was still staBding 
at the tone of the French expedition, but was 

9 

successively destroyed by the waters of the 
Nile. We found nothing but an. enormous 
block of graoitei partly thrown down, and 
which is frequently visited. by the women of 
the country, who placing themselves on the 
top of it, try to slide down, and firmly believe 
that this IS a cure for barrenness. 

On arriving at Girge, the principal town of 
the Tbebais, we went to see a monk of .the 
propaganda at Rome, who has for several 
years been the sole occupant of a convont dedi- 
cated to Saint George, the patron of the town, 
which in the first ages of Christianity received 
his name. Father Ladislaus appeared to us to 
be a well*informed and deserving man; he had 
a fine library consisting of the best Italian au- 
thors, of which he kindly lent us some vo- 
lumes. The choice of his books, did not seem 
to indicate a gloomy and austere character, and 
I suppose that the sprightly anecdotes of Boc- 
cacio sometimes coDtribute to enliven the soli* 
tude and dull uniformity of his monastic life. 
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Tbi^ ^ODventof this fkthef wfts situated ou^ 
of the town; he showed us the little vishurth 
bolonging to lit, of whieh ^ere^ no appear* 
ance on the mitside. It is isi' kfnd of vault, 
which receives light only through some air 
holes iti the ceiling, and is remarkably plain. 
In times of trouble, the monks of this con- 
vent had been exposed to a thousand tribula- 
tions, and could venture to celebrate massoolj 
in secret. It is here that, the worthy fatbm* 
Ladislaus performed alone^ the other monka 
having successively died, all the funetions of 
his sacred oiSce; his congregation consists of 
a pretty considerable number of Cophtic fami- 
lies, who, for want of priests of their own, 
had joined the Roman Catholixs Church. I 
could not but admire the heroism and self-de- 
nial of this worthy ecclesiastic, who renounc- 
ing all the conveniences of life, retired alone 
to the midst of these deserts, to guide a small 
number of souls in the road to salvation. He 
afterwards made us ascend the platform of the 
convent, where he cultivates some European 
flowers, and whence he enjoys a okasing pros- 
pect over the country and the environs of 
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the town. That he may not attract too much 
notice from the inhabitantSj. he does not wear 
the dre8^ of his order; a long loose wooUea 
l>0be of a dark blue colour, such as is worn by 
the rich inhabituits of Upper Egypt, and the 
Oriental turban, gire him entirely the ap- 
pearance of an Arab. 

From Girge, we made an excursion on 
asses belonging to the convent, to Abra Mad- 

/ foQO^ the ancient Abydos, whm this monk 

superintends the exearations carrying on for 
Mr. Drovatti. 

We found here the remains of a magnificent 
palace, which, according to Strabo, had been 
consecrated to Memiion. This place was an- 
ciently supposed to preserve, as i^llasMem- 
{Ais, the rema^ps of Osiris, and rich people 
were for that reason buried there in preferenee 
• to other situations. ^ The excavations under- 

taken in its vicinity have afforded very valua- 
ble articles, the greater part pC, which now 
adorn the museum at Turin. On' our return 

/ we took leave with regret of the good monky 

who had the kindness to supply us with some 
loaveaof new breadi which was the more agree- 
able to us as we had been long deprived of it. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

SJ«ve9,— Their religious (uth.— Keneh ^Female Dan- 

cen, — Potteries— Absbdeh — Cn>codile» — Dendenh. 

Some iayn after, we met several boats-filled 
with negto slaves of both sexes, coming from 
Darfour and Sennaar, and laden besides with 
elephant's teeth, ostrich feathers, gold dust, 
parrots, &e. The people who are engaged in 
this traffic, are called gdaps; they generally 
carry off children by force or by stratagem, 
and even frequently purchase them of the pa- 
lents themselves. Not being accustomed to 
this sight, we felt at the view of these poor 
wretches, deprived of their liberty and forced 
from their native land, .a sentiment of pity 
which would not have been so lively if we had 
known the state of destitution and misery 
which they experience in their own country. 
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The Turks are generally humane towkrds 
their slaresj who, 4)esides, enjoy the protec- 
tion of the laws ih an especial manner) for 
ihey have a right to tlemsnd to be resold 
whenever their condition becomes unhappy, 
and their masters venture to ill-treat them, 
which makes their situalion almost equal to 
that of our servants in Europe. A great num- 
ber of these negroes are employed in guarding 
the harems. The Facha of Egypt, who is 
very magnificent in all his preseoU, some- 
Limes sends.eeveral hundreds at once to the 
Grand Seignor. The i)egresseis~are parlicu- 
Isrly employed withui doors; most of them 
are very intelligent, and learn with facility all 
sor(s of female work. 

The Europeans, who dare not have while 
ilaves in Egypt, have now obtained the right 
}f purchasing black ones; hence all the rich 
families at Cairo generally have some in their 
lervice. We ourselves purchased a boy whom 
we afterwards brought to Europe, and who 
;ave proofs of the happrest natural disposi- 
,ion. This child, who learned several lao- 
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gutges in a shott ttme, told us in the sequel 
xu what manner he had been carried off with 
several of his brothers and sisters, while they 
were all at play in a garden. Most of these 
negroes are pagans. Mrs. Rosetti had a 
young female slave of a very intelligent and 
mild disposition; she one day found her on her 
knees, looking at the moon in a kind of ecsta- 
cy and adoration. Wishing to develope in 
her some religious ideas and the knowledge of 
a Supreme Bering she spoke to her of God, as 
the great creator of all things; of his goodness 
and omnipotence, and asked her whether she 
intended to adore him, when she prostrated 
herself before the moon? The poor, creature 
began to laugh, and replied ^hat she knew 
very well that Mrs. Rosetti was only making 
game of her, by speaking to her of a Being 
wha could not exist such as she described him, 
and that in kneeling she had only followed a 
custom which she had learned in her child- 
hood. How many Christians are there among 
us who are as far from a true notion of God, 
as this poor negress! 
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We soon after arrived at Keneh. Thif town- 
is remarkable for its potteries, called bar- 
daques, which have the property of filtering 
the wjater and keeping it coolf the manufacta-' 
rers even possess the art of impregnating them 
with perfumes, the odour of which is comiDU«> 
Dieated to the water, and tbe«e are preferred 
by the oativea. - It is verf probable thai the 
manufacture of these vases is of ancient origin, 
for we find paintings of their elegant forms on 
a great number of old monuments. For the 
purpose of conveyance, rafts are made, com- 
posed entirely of these vases, which are float-*- 
ed down the Nile, ffnd ttetached successively 
as they are sold. 

The caravan of the Red Sea annually passes 
through this town, where it makes some stay, 
which is of considerable advantage to the in- 
habitants: accordingly we saw a great number 
of females of the privileged caste of dahc^ers. 
These women, though they frightfully disfi^ 
gure their faces, dying their cheeks . with 
orange and their eyebrows black, did not ap- 
pear to me altogether destitute of attractions; 
their figure in parti(»jlar had something deli- 
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cat« andgfacafuU They WQre loaded with 
ornaments of brass and silver, (|nd wore round 
Ih^ir arms and legs solid ringSt which they 
have the art to pass over the hand; they even 
had: aiaaaller oni^s m their nostrils and on their 
toes. Their taste for ornament is also display- 
ed by the great number pf necklaces of Vene- 
tian glass bead$ of all eolours, which they 
wore round their oeek; thi^custom is common 
to all the women of Upper Egypt, Nubia, 
and the interior of Africa, where these glass 
beads are valued as highly as gold. We had 
takeaa large quantity with us, which we dis-- 
tributed ^mong the natives, and thereby se- 
cured a favourable reception on the whole 
journey. 

It was at Keneh, too,- that we first saw some 
of the people called Ababdeh, a nomade tribe 
inhabiting the environs of Suez, and the coasts 
of the Red Sea, Their country^ which is 
mountainous and arid, affords them no re- 
sources for agriculture; and they accordingly 
emploj^ themselves in rearing camels and 
sheep, v^hieh they afterwards sell on the banks 
of the Nile, in exchange for rice, dourrah, and 
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I ' tobacco. This little traffic supports their 

) wretched existence; yet, notwithstanding their 

excessive poverty, which is so great that a 
pipe of tobacco i^ to them a luxury; there is 
no tribe of Arabs so jealous of its independ- 
ence, and so passionately fond of liberty^ as 
the Ababdeh. Their head-dress is very sin- 
gular; by the help of some pounds of mutton 
suet, they form their hair, which is naturally 
very thick, into a kind of toupee, so lai^e 
that the head appears three times its actual 
size, and it would be impossible to put a comb 
into it. As the smell of su^ is by d^ means 
agreeable, it may be imagined that the same is 
the case>..vvUh their head-dress, particularly in 
warin weather; bujt they overlook these tri- 
fling inconveniences, andai^e the more vain of 
this ornament, as it often costs th^m sevi^ral 
days' labour to arrange it to their fancy. The 
remainder of their toilette, appeared joiore ne- 
glected than their head-dress, for in truth thiey 
had dispensed themselves from every kind of • 
vestment. It is extremely curious that my 
husband procured an ancient peruke found in 
a mummy-case, exactly resembling the head- 
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dresses- of the Ababdeh and the Berebres of 
the present age. , 

Od leaving Eeneh we for the first time saw 
crocodiles; soon after, we met with th^nr^in 
great numbers, basking in the sun on little 
sand banks, but on the approach of the vessel 
they plunged into the water. The gentlemen 
put out the small boat, to chase these animals, 
and wounded one, whiqh left traces of blood 
on the sand. The flesh of the crocodile, 
especially of the young one, is said to have a 
very agreeable flavour, resembling eel. The 
afasoTd fates wWch people harrtaken pleas'om 
in relating of this animal^ are for the most 
part fables created by the imagination of some 
travellers. It sometimes, indeed, happens, 
that persons who areso imprudent as to bathe 
near the crocodiles, become their prey; but in 
general, they fly at the approach of man, and 
never attack him. It is well known that they 
haveapowerfulenemy in the ichneumon, which 
Is very fond of their eggs. I had occasion at 
Alexandria to see two of these little creatures, 
which belong to the r|it genus. Their cry has 
in it something peculiar and piercing, which 
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does not resemble the voice of a quadruped; it 
is like the noise made by a hatchet violent-* 
ly striking a board. 

When we came near Benderay we had to go 
nearly two leagues to reach the temple. We 
had the pleaisure of admiring the zodiac, which 
has since been removed, and carried to Paris, 
very skilfully indeed, but very unfortunately 
for the appearance of this temple, which was 
indisputably the best preserved 6f any in 
Egypt. If this mode of -proceeding is con- 
tinued, this classic land will soon have no- 
tiiiog to offer but recollections, while all the 
cabinets of Eut*ope will be enriched with its 
spoils. They manufacture at Dendera very 
pretty rosaries, made of the seeds of the doum, 
a kind of date, the fruit of which resembles a 
cocoa nut. It was also in the environs of this 
place, that we saw the first trees of this species, 
the fan-shaped leaves of which have a very siti- 
gula^ eSect. These rosaries are dyed of differ- 
ent colours. The Turks make much use of 
them, and are seldom seen without a rosary in 
their hands. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Arrival atlTiebes. — Eight days 6tay.—Carnac.«— The two 
MtonoHthe coldsstlse9.«^ombat of dogs with the bird 
of Osiris. 



\ 



On th^l7th of January, we arrived at The- 
bes, whose origin is lost in the fabulous ages 
of antiquity, while its majestic and gigantic 
ruins still attest its past grandeur* The por- 
tico of the temple of Luxor first strikes the 
eye of the traveller: but others before me have 
described these magnificent remains^ I shall 
therefdre content myself with speaking of the 
impression which I experienced at the sight of 

the ruins of Carnac. 

* 

It was about sunset that we apfiroached this 
temple, which is half a league from Luxor; 
the avenues of sphfnxes leading to it, now half 
buried in the sand, and mutilated, seemed to 
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invite the mind to meditation^ aad to prepare 
it for all the mysteries of the ancient and sa- 
cred worship which were celebrated within its 
wvtls. Qn perceiving this Toreft of columns, 
these majectic porticoes, .these, obelisks, sUIl 
standing, tnd these pylooes, which time and 
the fanatip rage of the cooquerors of Egjpt 
have been unable to destroy, we are struck 
with silent astonishment, and the imagination 
is surrounded with all the illusions of past 
ages. Ascending some decayed steps, I reach- 
ed a kind of platform, from which I had a com- 
plete view of the whole -extent of, the ground 
occupied by the temple, and of the surrotind- 
ing edifices. But how shall I describe the 
truly magnificent and, without doubt, unparal- 
leled scene which; disclosed itself to my eyes, 
which were besides delighted by the magic 
hues of the setting sun, wliose-Iast beams fall- 
ing on obelisks of the most beautiful rose gra- 
nite, gave them lints of a bright purple, which 
formed a striking contrast with the blue skj", 
that served as a back-ground to the picture' 
Long shadows fait upon an innumerable quan- 
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tity of columns, extending farther than the' eye 
can reach; here a suit of apartments still points 
out the sumptuous abode of those power- 
ful kings, whose voices called all these won- 
ders into existence; tbere niy eyes dwelt upon 
a confused mass of ruins, of mutilated colos- 
suses, and broken columns, from which no 
just idea can now be formed of the whole of 
this fine edifice: — ^but in their actual state of 
decay, they still present traces of the striking 
grandeur which distinguished all the produc- 
tions of Egyptian architecture, the extraordi- 
nary dimensions of which seem to have been 
produced by the all powerful will of a supe- 
rior genius, rather than by the hand of man. 
The style of this architecture is grave, like 
the character and manners of the people that 
adopted it; every part of it is at once simple, 
striking austere, and sublime. It is evident, 
that the religious ideas of the Egyptians, res- 
pecting the immortality of the soul and its re- 
turn to this world, induced them to give their 
buildings that solidity and grand charac^ter, 
which distinguished their works from those 

H 
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of the Greeks and the other natioos of anti* 
quity. They wished to survive posterity; 
they faQcied they were working for eternity; 
and yet these magnificent monuments, these 
temples dedicated to the protecting divinities 
of nature, if they have not already crumbled 
into dust like the hand which raised them^ 
they are nevertheless in a state of decay, which 
proves the impotence of man to eternize the 
works of his hand: — such is the geheral lot 
of things here below! It is among the ruins 
of Thebes that all kinds of worldly ambition, 
even the most noble of those which inflame 
genius and imagination, are*reduced to their 
true value; — it is there that we should cotne 
to meditate on the destiny of nations, and on 
the nothingness of the powers of the earth. 
Yet, while we are impressed with the inutility 
of the efforts of man in his struggle with time, 
the contemplation of these ruins is far from in- 
spiring complete discouragement, — and we 
feel conscious that the being capable of such 
sublime conceptions, and of such mighty la- 
bours, is called to higher destinies and a more 
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noble* ambition. Here Oenios survives Des- 
truction, and like the phoenix of the fables, re- 
viving from its ashes, the soul soars victorious 
f)rom the bosom of the tomb to the abode of 
immortality. 

. We quitted the ruins of Carnac, absorbed in 
these meditations, and penetrated with a sCTn- 
timent of religious respect which it is diffi- 
cult to define. Thus ended the first day that 
we passed a Thebes. 

The following days were employed in visit- 
ing the palace of Medynet Abou, the small 
temple Gournou, the Memnonium, hear which 
is the colossal torso of Osymandias; and which 
is supposed to be the tomb of that king, and 
the two gigantic statues, known in the coun- 
try under the name of Thama apd Chama. 
These Monolithe statues were already highly 
celebrated in the most remote antiquity; one 
of them, which was considered as the statue of 
Memnon, emitted sounds at sunrise; many 
Greek and Latin inscriptions, carved on the 
pedestal and the legs of the statue, attest thia 
fact; and thus point it out as the one mention- 
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ed bythe Ancieiits; under the name of Mem- 
noo. Among other names is that of the Em^ 
press Sabina, that interesting and unfortunate^^ 
woBiaOi who had come, like so many olhers, 
to hear the marvellous sounds of this son of 
Aurora. Several persons in J]gypt, worthy of 
credit, have assured us, that they had them* 
selves heard at sunrise, a sound resembling 
that of the cords of an instrument struck with 
violence; and it is generally believed, that 
this sound proceeds from the sudden effect of 
the rays of the sun on the atmosphere, and of 
their reaction on the stone. 

Several .ancient authors, as Strabo, Pliny, 
and Pajasanias, make mention of a palace, in 
which these colossuses were contained, but* 
which in their time was already destroyed; 
and the ruins of c^umns and monolithes di8«> 
persed about these statues, over a great extent 
of the surrounding plain, renders this asser- 
tion very probable. By the help of a ladder, 
I myself ascended the pedestal of the colos- 
sus^ and I experienced a sentiment difficult 
to be described, when I was told the meaning 
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of some of th^ inscriptions^ which so ^learljr 
prove the identity of this, monument with the 
^colossus sp famous ill antiquity, wh.en I reflect- 
ed tiiiaty in the time of the. Emperor Adrian^ 
for roost of the inscriptions are dated from that 
period, people came from a dtstanoe to b^old 
this wonder, of which anOient writers have 
not even been able to point out the author, so 
entirely is the history of most of these monu- 
ments lost in the obscurity of ages. Camby- 
ses, whose, destructive rage spared none of the 
monuments of Thebes, caused this colossus to 
be cut in two, in order Xo ascertain whence 
the miraculous sound might proceed. This 
curiosity was not gratified; and it was not till 
several ages afterwards, under the RcMnan Pre* 
fects, that the statue was repaired. 

On the following day I witnessed a curious 
scen,e; it was a war between the wild dogs, 
which inhabit the ruins of Thebes^ and the 
great hawks which abound in Upper Egypt. 
Our cook had just killed a sheep, and had 
thrown the intestines on the bank of the river. 
I was sitting with my eyes fixed upon the mag- 
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136 kecollectiohs of eotpt. 

nlficeot ruins of Lusor, when I saw a crowd 
of hungry dogs issue from them, which desir- 
ing to have their ahare of the feast, immedi- 
ately fell upon the refuse of the aoimal; but 
their appetite waa not to be gratified so easily 
as they had expected; for oUier creatures, ho- 
veriog iu the air abore ns, had previously 
seen all that had passed, and the momeDt that 
the cook withdrew, and the dogs approached^ 
a swarm of hawks and vultures, rapidly cleav- 
ing the air, rushed upon their prey, and dis* 
puted it with their rivals. A very carious 
battle then began) the bird of Osiris, by turns 
attacking or attacked, sometimes succeeded io 
snatching the booty from the jaws of the sa- 
vage dog, which yelped and barked after it, 
while the victor, rising into the air, seemed 
to mock at his impoteot cries. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Tombs of the Kingi«*~Hyenas.«— SerpenU.*— Last View 
of the £nviroi\9 of Thebes. 



Tub last day but one before our departure 
from Thebes was spent in visiting the tombs 
of the kings. These tombs so polverfully at- 
tract the attention of the traveller, that they 
well deserve the first place in my Recollec- 
tions. Landing on the left bank of the Nile, 
we mounted our asses, which were in readiness 
for us, and passing through the village of Gour- 
nah, rode towards the chain of the Libyan 
Mountains, which, destitute of all vegetation, 
presented to the eye only innifmerable excava- 
tions, which were the hypogeums of the an- 
cient city of Thebes. We soon after entered 
the sacred city, which contains the last remains 
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of those tnagoificetit kings, whose works we 
"1 admire. Steep and barren rocks confine 

road which formerly led to this abode of 
EC. The ancient kings of Egypt certainly 
Id not have chosen a more secluded and 
irnful spot, or one more favourable to me- 
tion. Loose and scattered stones now ren- 
the access to them difficult, 
lothing disturbs the silence of this place, 
even the humming of a single insect; in 
, none could exist in this desert spot The 
]er you advance the more frightful is the 
iarance of these rocks, which at last pre- 

immense surfaces quite perpendicular. It 
: a manner between two walls, formed by 
re, that we have to proceed far a whole 
'; the mind feels oppressed, and divided 
'een a sensation of fear and expectation, 
soon new wonders succeed all those which 
lave before admired and described, rivet 
kttentioR, and^ as it were, complete our 
vledge of this extraordinary people. It 
. be owned, that it is not till we have vi- 

the tombs of the kings that we can form 
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a just idea of the high degree of civilization^ { 

luxury^ and multifarious knowledge of the an- 
cient Egyptians. 

I visited four of these tombs; the most mag- 
nificent is undoubtedly the one, the entrance 
of which was discovered by Belzoni. A long 
vault or gallery, hewn in the rock, leads to 
the different apartments, and thence to the 
principal chamber, which contained the su- 
perb alabaster sarcophagus, which has since 
been sent to England by Mr. Salt. On both 
sides of the entrance gallery are small cabinets, 
containing fresco paintings, so e:ittremely beau- 
tiful and brilliant, that they look as if they had 
just received the last' touch from the artistes 
pencil. They are for the most part scenes of 
domestic life, rural occupations, the different 
trades, represented with all the utensils neces- 
sary for their exercise, allegories and ara- 
besques of the the most tasteful designs. The 

ceilings are painted as in our most elegant mo- 

• 
dern apartments; and if the authenticity of 

these tombs were not indisputable, we should 
be tempted to apprehend some deception, so 
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astonishiDg (loe» it appear thu time should 
bare respected works which were completed 
ao many centuries ago. 

After having minutelj esamtned theee Boiall 
apartmeDta, we returned to the principal gal^ 
)ery, the walls of which are likewise paioted 
io fresco. Both -sides of the wall, al the en- 
trance, are covered with numerous hierogly- 
phics. Signor Ricci, who had copied them 
ne time before for Mr. Banks, counted as 
my as two and twenty thousand. If they 
lid he dsciphered, we should most probably 
d an account of the life of the king who is 
ried here; wad being placed at the entrance 
the tomb, they would serve to explain the 
itures. It is to be hoped that the efforts 
i happy commencement made in Diis diffi- 
t study, by Mr. Cbampollion, juni(M', will 
Boon crowned with the most brilliant soe- 
is. What additional importance would the 
'ouments of Egypt then acquire in the pro^ 
ition of historical knowledge! 
The largest chamber of these catacombs, m 
rich the sarct^hagus was found, is pretty 
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higby and £lled with pamtings id perfeet prt«« 
servation. They chiefly rajpresent seenes odn^ 
itiatioi>; we see Uie king received by all the 
protecting divinities of Egypt The outlines 
ef the designs are well defined and correct; 
the eoloars brilliant, and the smallest detaii^^ 
carefully finiiAed with taste and discernment. 
The figure of Isis, as she is represented in all 
the religious paintings and sculptures of the 
Egyptians, id not destitute of eleganee; her 
profile is regular, and resembles that. of the 
Grecian figures :-«which proves that the stiffs 
ness of the Egyptian figures does not arise 
from a want of talent, but from certain rule^ 
adopted fi>r the objects of their worship, and 
from which they did not dare to deviate^ and 
that but for their religion, which impeded the 
progress of art, the Egyptians would have 
attained the beau*ideal as well as the Greeks* 
This regular profile which. they have given to 
most of their divinities, except Typhon, ap- 
pears to me to demonstrate that the opinion 
which makes the. ancient Egyptians descend* 
ants of the Negro race, is without foundation. 
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II is true that the complexion of the figures is 
rery swarthy^ aad approaching to black; but 
the Ethiopians of our times have still this co- 
lour, without haying the flat nose, crisp and 
woolly hair of the Negroes: — ^besides/ their 
natural aversion to that race of men seems to 
me as good as proved by the very figure of* 
Typbon, whom they considered as the genius 
of evil. 

I also admired in these tombsi the details of 
the drapery and the arms of the divinities re* 
presented; — their tunics seemed to be made of 
rich stuffs embroidered with exquisite taste. 
We likewise see magnificeut canopies and car- 
pets> musical instruments, and furniture of the 
most elegant forms; which we immediately 
perceive to have served as models to the Greeks. 
lo short, every thing we see makes us forget 
the lapse of ages/ while we are walking in 
one of the galleries or sumptuous habitations 
of that remote period. When we come to re- 
flect, we ask by what means the ancient Egyp- 
tians were enabled to attain this high degree 
of civilization; and how they procured so 
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were 'used by* way of amulets, t 

influence of evil spirits. 

:ry where discovered in these catt 

aces of the fanatic rage of the so 

)ambyses; or, perhaps, also of th 

the Arabs; for most of the lids ( 

pha^i were brokeo. The Arab! 

knowing the taste of the Europeans for ant 

quilies, are impelled byo desire of gain, 1 

seaFctkin the temples and hypogeums in th 

environs of Thebes. They frequently destro 

articles of value, in the hope of meeting wit 

hidden treasures; and their superstition, whic 

makes them look upon all foreigners as mag 

clans, easily persuades them that treasures ai 

the only object of the expeditions which the 

see them undertake. However, their eagei 

Dess in bringing to light precious remains i 

art, mummy cases, and innumerable amulet 

which these catacombs contain, has alread 

done them much service, and greatly enrici 

ed them. The Arabs in the environs < 

Thebes, formerly lived in extreme miser 

and thought only of pillage, but for sever 
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the cultivation of the vine^ yet 1 do not think 
that in general the soil of Egypt is fiivoiirable 
to it; inundation and draught are equally fatal ^ 
It is at Esne too^ that w^ find the best oameU) 
which are bred by the Arabs of the tribe of 
Ababdeh, aiid by them brought here for sale. - 

We next came to Eyleythiai where are the 
remains of three temples^^.the principal of 
which was dedicated to Bubasta« the Diana of 
the Egyptians. We . still see traces of the 
ancient wall of the city, built of bricks dried 
in tbe«un, as well as very interesting grottoes. 

At.EdfqU) the ancient Apollinopolis, we 
admired two magnificent pylones^ belonging 
to a temple surrounded with a high walL These 
pylones, on which are sculptured gigantic basr 
.reliefs, are about seventy feet high, besides 
thirty feet buried ia the sand. They are in 
such perfect preservation; that a stair^case 
made in the interior of the wall, the steps o£ 
which are very little damaged, still leads to < 
the top, where there is a platform which ap-* 
pears to have served for astronomical observa-; 
tions. Since our departure fr6m Egypt, Mr. 
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Drofetti, in the course of his excavations, 
has discovered near this temple an avenue of 
Sphinxes. It is at present inhabited by thirty 
Arab families, whose misery seemed to be ex- 
treme. At our approach a. multitude of ivomen 
arid chiTdrea came as'it were from under the 
ruins; some wretched huts built against the 
walla of this sumptuous edifice, adorned with 
a peristyle of calumns, formed a very striking 
and paiflfut contrast between the present state 
of this country and its past splendour. The 
Arabs call this place Athbah, which means 
destitute of trees, and indeed we did not see 
' many fti the environs, except some tamarind 
and gum trees, neither of which require a 
very fertile soil. 

•On the other hand, the farther we advanced 
the more brilliant was the plumage of the in- 
habitants of the air. We saw many pelicans, 
flamingoes, white ibis, and a kind of ^mali 
bird, of the dost beautiful parroquet green, 
with two long feathers growing from the lips 
of the wings, like those of the bird of paradise. 
Near SiUilis* we met with some quarries, 
where we still saw the traces of works be^un 
13 
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by the ancients; We looked in vaiE on the 
watl^ of two »mall chapels hewn in the rock, 
for the figure of Pan or M endes, described by 
Herodotus, and which the Freneli savans 
thought they could xlisttngaish. We found 
only the figure of Nephtis, who^ as the wife of 
Typhon, or the evil genids, is represented 
with the body of a )iog and the fegs of a dog. 

The temple of Onboa, which we afterwards 
visited, and which is supposed to have been 
dedicated to- Osiris and Typhon, appeared to 
us of a veiry Ancient style. This superb mo- 
nument was in a great measure dekroyed by 

the curi^ent of the Nile, which, for some years 

» 

past, has turned more directly towai^ds the 
Arabic ehain, and will in time destroy all the 
menumef^s on the left bank, unless dikes are 
raised, oi^ £ana]g dug, to give^another direction 
to the stream^ * 

We at length reached Assouan, or Syene, 
which, though we did not at that trme suspect 
it, was to be the limit of pur journey. Oor 
vessel stopped at the foot of a hill, on whicih 
are still the ruins of an old monastery. As 
we intended to go as far as the* second cata- 
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cjiet^ mj husband ^ost ao time in waiting on 
Mahomcit Pacha, governor of Upper Egypt, 
.to whom we had letters from the viceroy, tp 
regue&t biin to facilitate our voyage. The tent 
4>f this P^cha^was pitched not far from the- 
place where our vesael stopped; be was then 
engaged in iospeeting. the troops which were 
daily arriving, for the expedition to Dongola. 
He received niy husband with much polite- 
Bess, but wxMild not conseort to let us set out 
for the isle of Philoe, which was at that time 
occupied by numerous Albanian troops, who, 
being in want bf boats, ' were obliged to re- 
main seveial weeks in the vicinity. Not being 
able to answer for their discipline, and unwil- 
ling to take the responsibility upon himself, 
Mahomet Pacha persisted in his refusal, and 
we were conse<|Beiftly obliged, though with 
much regret, to renounce our voyage to the 
^sataracta. 

Thei*e atiU, however, remained some inte- 
resting objects, which delayed our departure 
for a few days. We began by visiting the 
cbarmlng Isle of Eleptmntin a, covered with 
groves of palms, and a luxuriant vegetation. 
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The complexion of the natives, after having 
passed through^ all the gradations of colour, 
Vas, lit Syene, 6f a black and chocolate hue. 
'The women of Nubia do not veil theitiselves 
With the same strictness as the Egyptians. The 
young girls wear a small apron, with leather 
fringes, and adorned with shells. They are 
very ingenuous and. simple in their manners; 
and any infraction on the estsiblished laws is 
punished by the father of the family with the 
fKmost rigour. 

The Kubians grease their hair in a very dis- 
agreeable manner; they use for this purpose oil 
obtained from the plant called Palma Christi, 
which they cultivate with much care^ and 
which we found growing round all their h»ts; 
they then divide' their hair into an infinite 
number of small tresses, so tightly braided 
that they generally last for their whole life. 
Hence we may easily judge of the neatness of 
the head-dress. Like the negresses, they have 
a taste for tinsel *and glass beads. When we 
landed on the island of Elephantina, the wo- 
men and children flocked about us with a cor- 
diality which we had not before met with: 
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they eagerly brought us roaoy little antiquities 
which they had foand in the island, in qk- 
chaQg^ for which we gave them glass beads^ 
knives, and small lookiag<*glas8eSy for which 
they expf essed their satis&ctiojn by a thousand 
dc»monstrations of joy and gratitude. 

The most jperfact confidence was soon esta- 
blished between us;, they chatted and laughed 
togtikber, sbowittgtwo x»w^ of teeth as white 
as ivory. The figure of the young women ap- 
peared to me charmiog}* their skin was as soft 
as satin, in spite of the burning sun to which 
they are constantly eirposed. 1 believe that 
the oil with which they anoint their hair and 
part of . tiieir bodies, contributes to produce 
this efiect I bad occasion to admire their cou* 
rage, fior I saw several of them cross the Nile 
sitting astride upon the stem of a date tree, 
withv an oar in their hands, without appearing 
to be afraid of the crocodiles; who by seizing 
one^sf their legs, might easily have dragged 
them to the bottom. This mode of crossing 
the Nile is generally adopted in this country. 
When a tree is not to be had, they even use 

a bundle ofstalks of Dourah; and 1 afterwards 

13* 
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•.a and women navigaling in this man- 
!'lie Isle of Elepbantina contain* the re^ 
»f two tnnples, which produce a very 
sque effeet; especially one of them, 
is situated on t little hill which over- 
lie Nile. We then visited the famous 
:ter, which waa discovered by the mem- 

the French expedition, 
mr return to Elephantina, my husband 
^d a viitit from Mahomet Pacha. There 
^in forms of politeness which thoTurka 
lously observe. The Pacha is a very 
man, above the middle size, and had 
amenity and affability in his manners. 

and also a pipe were offered to him, 
he accepted with apparent satisfaction, 
drew with my femme-de-chambre dur- 
9 interview, not wishing to violate the 
ihed customs. The politeness of the 

with reipect to women, is very differ- 
<m that of the Europeans;' if they by 

meet one, be it even the wife of their 

relation, they immediately turn their 
lide not to see her; and what we should 
ir as a want of civility, or even as s 



I have b 

bei. It must in general 
it of thwe branches of 
ive been carried to some 
ire of ancient invention; 
the present inhabitants 
ifects of their govem- 
hem to make the least 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Departure from Sjene — Unpleasant meeting.— Alterca- 
tion with tho Reis. — The Kamsin. — Return to' Cur«. 

On the following day we left Syenct to re- 
turn to Cairo. A favourable wind and the 
current of ihe river, made us advance with 
rapidity. This time we stopped but a few 
days at Thebes, and threw a glance for the 
last time, on this ancient queen of the world. 
We frequently: met vessels with trqpps on 
board. The most active .preparations were 
making for the great expedition to Dongola; 
which, as we learnt after our departure from 
Egypt, had been attended with complete sue- 
cesa", by carrying the victorious arms of Ma- 
homet All into the interior of those remote 
countries. These constant rencontres with an 
undisciplined soldiery, had nearly proved 
JAtal to us; for one day, as I was walking on 
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the baaky attended only by theTurJkish officer, 
who aocoDipanied us for our safety during tbe 
abs^ce of my husband^ who had gone up the 
country on a huhtiiig party, I met two boats 
filled with Albanian and Arnaut soldiers, who 
were proceeding, up the river. When they 
saw me^ some of them injmediately fired their 
- guns, uttering insulting exclamatipnsi; but my 
guide having spolcen to them in an authorita* 
tive manner, they contented themselves with 
this saUy-; and I contiQued my walk, witboMt 
experiencing any farther incoovenience but 
the fright which they had occasioned ni^ 
From this titne, however, I did not again ven- 
ture to leave the boat, preferring a voluntj»rj 
impriyom^Qt, tp exposing myself a secoiid 
time to a similar rencontre. 

Som^ days^aftcf, we Jrere witness to. ano- 
tlier scene, which inspired me with no less ter- 
ror than the .one I have just described. The 
Reis of the vessel, whom I have alread:f h^ 
occasion to mention as a persop of a very aus- 
picious character^ having- hired hia^ bai^ to us 
for twelve hundred piastres a month, had re* 
.fteived of my husband^ on leaying €i^ir0j ap 
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adTsnee of a thousand Egyptian piastres, on 
condition of taking^on boatd a supply of pro<- 
visions sufficient for the whole voyagig. This 
contract was made in the presence of several 
witnesses; and the Reis, to confirm his* pro- 
mise, had even taken a formal oath to that ef- 
feet. We had scarcely, however, arrived at 
Minieh, wheii he declared that he had no 
bread; and that we must stop several days itt 
that place to purchase corn, and then to have 
it ground and. made into bread. Notwith- 
standing this want of good faith, my husband 
contented himself with a slight reprimand, and 
the bread was purchased. The Reis then as- 
sured us that he had sufficient provisions for 
the remainder of the voyage, and pronjised 
n^t to make any more^ delay; but it will soon 
appeal how much confidence was to be placed 
ihh'is word. A short time after, when we 
were near Keneh, just gs a favourable wind 
had sprung up, we saw him cast anchor in the 
port of that town. Astonished at this proceed- 
ing, whithrdtd not at all agree with our plans, 
myhosband asked him the reason; to which 
he replied, that not having received money 
jenough at Cairo, it had been impossible to lay 
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In the Dec«8sary ppovisibiis; and that if be 
would not coBsent to «dv^ce him a farther 
sum, he should ba unable to continue tbe voy- 
age. - 

My husbaOd, iocenstid at such ii^olent kna- 
very, imn^ed lately tvent to^hvKiasch^of the 
Tillage, and having iaforiped him of tl)c rogue- 
ry of the Reis, thaXofficer cooatnt^ to do us 
justice, .add to bftve faim.hanged on a nei|rb- 
bouring tree. It may readily be supposed that 
this violent measure was Tejecl,ed, which would 
not have accelerated our voyage. • At length, 
aftbr much debate, and aftw ha vhg ascertain- 
ed that die-Reis was really id want tt( nioney, 
because, having had some debts at Ooiro, his 
"redit^rs had seized upon the sSm wbich my 
lusband had advanced bim before our-depar- 
ure, the latter consented to lend {lim a bar- 
ber sum, on condition ttqit he ^ould not 
gajo delay our voyage. 

The violent aJteBcation which tookptqce on 
[lis occasioQ> and the generosity of mjc hus- 
and, seemed, however, to have majje some 
mpression on the mind of th« Reis, for ep'ery 
ling wenton well fer some tiotC; but on our. 
etntn, he began to seek varfoiu excuses for 






:>'■ 



BtlSOONDlrCT OF TUB Rllla. 



proloDgiog the voyage. Sometimes,- tl 
\^a too calm; somftimes, he dreaded' t) 
prdach of the Eaoisin; til), ait Jeogth, oi 
tjence being exhausted, my husband xir 
him, in anaulhoritatirb to(}^e, to hoist the 
and to proceed on the voyage. The Ti 
offieei-, though "he poisessed all the pklej 
hfa Mttoo, iiifcAnded our just demand; the 
gave an insolent reply. At length, fro* \ 
they came to btsws; and'the Turk, the 
to enforce His ofders,' raised his stick a 
the-Keis. 

- The aoger of.thls man, wiio was gen 
so mitd, was the signal 'for a. general a 
.and all the Arab» in,the veseelrushed a 
upon thcofficer; thr&w Him on the gr 
pulled off his turban, and used him wil 
tr(!me riofence. One moment later, and 
barbarians would have consummated the: 
lality by some aet of sanguinary violeoci 
not my husband- and Dr. Rlcci, withpisl 
theiriiands, interposed intime toprevei 
dispute fronr coming \fl a fata) issue. Th 
terference, and th« sight of their arms, I 
iostftntaneous effect; for the fieis bcci 
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sensible of the imprudence of his conduct, iu 
revolting against the orders of an officer of the 
Paeha, run away, with several of his crew- 
He/ however, returned in about a quarts of 
an hour, with a jiunible and repentant look, 
and the generosity of'his adversary having in- 
terceded wi^h my husband in his fiivour, order 
was fe-estaUish^,^ and he prepared td obey. 

We had scarcely set sail, when uitfortunate- 
ly the Siim'sin, that burning and impetuous 
wind, which the Reis had previously an- 
nounced to us, rose with much violence, and 
hurried on» our boat* in such a manner that it 
was in imminent daiiger of being dashed or 
the rocks which line the banks in this part. 
This wind is so formidable, that no boat dares 
to put out whein it blows,'and even the bitds 
affrighted, retire to their securest retreats. 

We pi!«ceeded with sueh rapidity, that we 
seemed to cut the air; the sky assumed a red 
and fiery tinge; the heavens b6!gan to be whol- 
ly darkened; the arr became hut and suffockt- 
iog; a cloud of burning sand blown from* the 
bank stopped our bre&th, and obliged us to dose 
our eyes and nostrils. Kotwiihstanding these 
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alarming symptQims and our desire of puttmg 
to shore, we were unable to succeed in- stop- 
ping the vessel, which thf wind drove for- 
ward with inconceivable swiftness. Passing 
with the rapidity of lightning we saw another 
boat, which had been just thrown upon a sand 
bank) and vasina sinking state; but it was 
decreeil that we should escape as by a mtrael* 
this immifient danger; for soon after we land- 
ed at Boulak. This wind had so greatly acce- 
lerated our voyage, that we found ourselvea at 
the end of our course, without suspecting it; 
we had thus made in two days a voyage which 
had cost us three tveeks .ffter our departure 
from Cairo, as I hare before stated. ' 

We arrived at Cairo at the end of February, . 
after an absence of two months and a half. 
We passed here-the month of March, and part 
of April, and every thing being ready for our 
departure, we left this city on the 18th' of 
April, ind embarked for t]ie second time at 
Boulak to repair to Damietta nd thence into 
Syria and Palestine. My readers will see in 
the sequel the c^istacles Utst opposed the exe- 
cution of this plan. 
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eluded spots. Here I indulged in the reveries 
inspired by the climate, and by a scenery so 
new to me. I admired the purity of the azure 
firmament, I inhaled with delight the perfume 
or a thousand odoriferous flowers, and it was 
not till warned, of the approach- of lught by 
the cool breeze «rhich preceded it, that I re< 
turned 'slowly, and with regret to our vessel. 
Sometimes too, the places through .which 
we passed awakened historical recollections, 
which, like the shades of Ossian, hovered round 
the ruins and tombs which we trod underfoot. 
■ Pens morp learned than mine have enume- 
rated the ancient cities which stood u[>on the 
banks liy which we sailed, and which, like 
the ruins of Atribis,* present nothipg to the 
eye of the traveller but heaps of rubbish, and 
some fallen columns. 1 took pleasure in re- 
collections of a more modern date; I mean 
that epoch when the religious and warlike en- 
thusiasm of all Europe, directed by the policy 
of some priests, impelled into the burning de< 

• Atribis, (ccordjng to Heroilotus, conlained « tem- 
ple dedic&ted to Atbor, goddeu of night, whom the 
Greeks often confound with Aphrodite. 
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I had in the sequel 
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their eyes &xed on his pe 
obey the slightest indicatio 
After resting a ^evr mog 
to go into llie apartment pi 
was a kind of pavUioa, se[ 
from the main dwelling, d« 
(lance of the secretaries and 
likewise for the I^viefcanil 
of the consul. I pasaetf i 
honeysuckle an^ Jassaminc 
from one end of the garde 
I saw the whole brilliant a 
of Flora, blooming around 
deas herself seemed to hav 
cultivating, h wus truly 
shaded with myiiles, enoi 
fig-trees, orange-ii-ees iik I 
trees, the delicate leaf of n 
gluditaia of our gardens, I 
emits an agreeable perfumt 
the building that I was a 
which Mr. Faker had latt 
European fashion. The mi 
gave ii, externally, the apj 
mous bird cage. The iute 
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sponded to the models which 

1 to follow, and, with the exce 

irrow -staircase, where two 

irdly' wall(. abreast, the whole 

eli arranged, A long gallery 

le country, like the farm 

inton of Berne, united the two wings of the 

uilding. How often have I admired from 

lis gallery the magnificent sight of -the setting 

in, which, after sheddiog a flood of light on 

le earth, disappeared at last behind a grove 

f palms, gilding the horizon and the summits 

f the trees with a thousand rays. 

I was agreeably surprised on entering my 
Dom, to find it properly furnished, even with 
ibles and chairs, which are very uncommon 
1 this country. There were a great many 
rindows, being in two rows, one above 
nulher, and I counted eighteen of them. 

I was soon after informed that Mrs. Faker 
equested permission to pay me a visit ; and 

was preparing to anticipate her, when I was 
old that I should transgreaj the received 
isagea by not waiting for her in my own apart- 
nent The Eastern fashion of —■ "— ''■» «'■• 



mi 



INTaODUCTIOM TO MRS. FAEEK. 169 

visit to strangers, has, id mjr idea, somethiag 
kind and hospitable about it, which recals the 
happy times of the patriarchal age, mhea every 
stranger was welcomed as a friend aod a. 
brother.* When &he was assured that I was 
alone, for Mrs. Faker did not appear ta my 
husband's preseace till i future time, she 
entered, fc^lowed by five or six other ladies. 
Though this pompous entrance might have re- 
minded me of the goddess Calypso; surround- 
ed by her nymphs, the ugliness of her attend- 
ants would not permit my imagination to take 
this poetical flighL When they had all seated 
themselves I ventured on a few words of conver- 
sation, but, unfortunately, not one of the ladies 
understood a word of Italian, and the progress 
which I had made in the Arabic language, did 
not go much beyond sabalehert and aa/o- 

* TbU custom has, be^c), t, real advantage to the 
natives, becauie it allows them the libertj of nutking a 
choice of the stran^rs whom they Uiink lit to admit 
among their acquaintance, a necessary precaution in a 
country where the respectable inhabitanti cannot be too 
ciicuni*pect in their intercuurae with the multitude of 
adventurers and swindlers who, not having Hicceeded in 
Europe, go to Rgypt to repair what they call the wrongs' 
of fortune. 

>5 
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nat.* We were therefore reduoed lo the Deces- 
lity of coDvening by signs: wecommenced by 
lurveyiagone another ivith reciprocal curiosi- 
y, slid analyzing, in the triie female spirit, the 
irrangemant of our toilette. That of my*.ho»- 
egs exceeded in rich nes9'«nd -magnificence all 
hat I had ever seen. Her petticoat was of a 
ich India tissue, striped with gold; her ample 
ohe of green velvet, beautifully embroidered 
vith gold; this work had been done at Con- 
itantinople, as she gave me to understand; it 
vas open in the front and displayed her pet- 
icoat and her musliu pantaloons, likewise 
vrought with gold, falling over a small foot 
vhich had no covering but only a gold ring 
ound the instep. She did not wear a chemise, 
iDd her neck was covered with a gauze so 
ransparent as to show the whole of the con- 
our. 

So far all was well; but as to her head, it 
vas impossible to look at it without fearing 
hat she would sink under the weight of her 
jrotosque head-dress. She iiad loaded her 
urban with muslin bands of all colours and an 
* Good day, and the utual salutation. 
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enormous quantity of flowers, diamonds, aad 
tinsel ornaments, wkich gar^ her the appear- 
ance^ of an itinerant magasin de modes, A 
long veil otlndia musKn, strewn with spangles, 
was also fastened above all these, and qoneeal* 
ed rennarkably small- tresses of hair and black ^ 
sii^ wMch hung down behind as low a$ her 

waist, and to which were attached a quantity 

< • 

of small gold coins, which, at the least motion 
of hjer head, produced a jingle like the bells of 
our horses, ^he was 'below the middle size^ 
and had the embonpoint so much esteemed in 
the East. Her complexion had-^ retained its 
clearness; but she heightened her charms by a 
thick coat of rouge on her cheeks, a black 
stripe on her eyebrows and eyelids, an4 an 
orange tinge on her nails, and the palms of 
her hands, and on the soles and nails of her 
feet. The women in the Hast make great use 
of this colour^ which is obtained from a tree 
called henne. 

Mrs. Faker is a native of Syria; her features, 
which may be' called regular, indicated the 
goodness of her heart, and that calm happiness 
which arises from the want of the development 
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of ihe intellectual faculties. When she wished 
to give expression to her countenance, she 
rolled her eyes backwards snd forwards with 
inconceivable rapidity; it is an art which young 
women in the Bast are taught to practise, and 
1 was assured that the men consider it as par- 
ticularly pleasing. As for the women who ac- 
companied ber, they were the wife of the 
dragoman, a native of Coostantioople, and 
some Turkish and Arabian females, attached 
to her service. 

It is a very general custom in the East for 
the mistress of the house to live on an estreroe- 
]y familiar footing with her domestics: I was 
not a little surprised on hearing that Mrs. 
Faker had admitted myfemme de chatnbre to 
her table, while ceremony and etiquette reign- 
ed at that of her husband, where I was the 
only female who was admitted, because I was 
a foreigner. The company at this table was 
pretty numerous, consisting of the secretaries, 
the physician, the dragoman,^ and some rels- 
liona of the master of the house, as well as of 
strangers, who frequently came upon business, 
Mr. Faker having a large commercial establish- 
ment. 
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a sharp disagreeable noise. I raD to the win- 
dow, and saw one of those hydraulic machines, 
used for watering the rice fields, of which 
there are a great many at Damietta, and which 
during the months of May, June, and July, 
render the air very unhealthy in this city. 

The contrivance of this machine, called 
Sakie, is yery simple; it is a wheel, to which 
several vessels are fastened, which lake up the 
water and empty it into a trough; the wheel is 
put in motion by mules. I inquired what 
might have been the cause of the hissing which 
I had heard part of the night, and which had 
waked me several times. I was told that this 
hissing doubtless proceeded from serpents, 
which during the night quit their retreats to 
seek for warmer places; it was added, that 
they often , go into houses, but that they 
did no harm, and that I need not be afraid if 
I found one by chance in my room. I own I 
felt a hearty dislike to this unhappy taste for 
windows, which never fitting close afforded 
an easy access to these unwelcome guests. 
From this time I never retired to rest without 
having previously searched everv comer of 
the room, and frequently duri 
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involuntary shuddered on hearing this inhar- 
monious music. 

The heat being excessive we always rose 
early to enjoy the coolness of the morning, 
and to take a walk in the environs. 

We very often passed by the buryiag- 
ground, situated at some distance from the 
city. Small brick tombs, instead of a mound 
of earth, indicate the pitee of seputture. I 
frequently saw women and old men sitting on 
these tombs in profound meditation. It seems, 
that the present inhabitants have inherited 
from the ancient Egyptians their veneration 
for the dead. Though they no longer embalm 
them, B9 formerly, nor dig catacombs to depo- 
sit them, I have seen stone tombs in the poor- 
est villages, the houses of which were built 
of clay." Diodorus says, thai the ancient 
Egyptians displayed more magnificence and 
wealth in their tombs than in their dwellings; 

■ Moat of tbe houses in the villages of Upper Egypt, 
are built only of earth, mixed with mud of Ihe Nile. 
Tlil»e»rth, when dried in tlie iun, icquirea great xdidity. 
These dwellings have generally only une opening, which 
■erves at once for a. door >nd a window, and are thui 
nearly dettitute of all the comfoits of life. 
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alleglogy as a reason, that the houses of the 
living were only inns or resting places; where- 
asy.the tombs are stable and eternal mansions. 
We seejrom this, that the idea of comparing 
life to a journey is very {(ncient. .The. innate 
indolence of the Arabs of our day, is, how- 
ever, superior to their respect for the dead; 
for we more than once saw at Cairo, a body 
recently disinterred by troops of wild dogs 
and half devoured. 

As the laws of the police respecting inter^ 
ments are not observed with the same strict- 
ness as ameng us, such acts of negligence fre- 
quently occur; particularly in a city so popu- 
lous as Cairo, aad inhabited by so many dif- 
ferent sects* The tombs of saints, which are 
distinguished from others by their structure, 
are very numerous. It. is, I believe, pretty 
easy to become a saint in Egypt, and to be 
thought worthy of a mausoleum, and a reli- 
gious veneration which extends even beyond 
the tomb. The Santons generally attain this 
honour. They are Cenobites, living in some 
grottoes or catacombs, who wear little or no 
clothing, and i^ldom quit their retreats; but 
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whenever they ahotv themselves to tha multi- 
tude, every body crojrds round them; the wo- 
men in particular think themselres honoured 
by their notice, and fancy that it nakas them 
participate in their moral sanctity. . 

It was in one of our^morning walks, that 
we met withthe papyrue plant, which the an- 
cients used for the manufacture of paper. It 
is a kind of three-cornered reed, which is now 
to be found in no other part of Egypt than the 
environs of Damietta, and the banks of Lake 
Menzaleh. The scarcity of this plant appears 
less strange, when we recollect what Strabo 
says on the subject of t1ie papyrus, that the 
government,' to secure a«monopoly, caused it 
to be pulled up in a great part of Egypt, and 
suffered it only in some appointed districts, 
where its cultivation, and the use made of it,- 
could be superintended. Pliny says but a 
few words respecting the manner of employ- 
ing and preparing it. 

According to this author, the membranes of 
the plant were glued together, in such a man- 
ner, «s to render Uie places where they 
were joined imperceplible. It were to be 
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nished, that be had entered into a more de- 
tailed description on this interesting subjeat. 
Perhaps the aneients prepared the papyrus bjr 
pressing iti, as is still ijone by the South sea 
Islanders, witb their stuffs, which they also 
manuracture of the membranes of various 
plants; and which, in part, bear a great ana- 
logy to the papyrus of the ancients; we still 
find on the latter indubitable traces of this pro- 
cess. Several papyri, in my husband's eollec- 
tian, which are now in the Museum at Berlin, 
have still such a degree of solidity, that twenty 
centuries have not beep able to impair it; and 
they may still be unrolled, with the same fa- 
cility as any other roy of paper or parchment. 
They are of a yellow or brown colour, accord- 
ing as they have been more or less exposed to 
the air. My husband is, himself, still in pos- 
session of one, the symbolical and hieroglyph- 
ical figures on which are painted in very. live- 
ly and various colours, inperfect preservation. 
A peculiarity which I have had occasion to re- 
mark is, that the two ends of the papyrus are 
hermetically closed with a stopper of byssus, 
covered with resin, which has so wonderfully 



preserved them from the iiifiuence of the air. 
The manufacture and exportation of the papy- 
rus, formed a considerable branch of com- 
merce among the ancient Egyptians. Mr. 
Reynier says, that this plant was maile use of 
in the manufactory of paper, as late as the' 
ninth century. 

Mr. Drovetti, my husband, and myself,' 
sometimes exlenJed our promenades to the 
distance of one or t^o leagues from the city. 
I continued to wear my European dress with- 
out having been insulted by the dctaclmtents 
of Albanian and Arnaut soldiers, whom we 
continually met with; it is true that the gen- 
tlemen always kept close to me, and protected 
me. In these walks we were not accompa- 
nied by Janizaries, as we had been at Cairo, 
and during our tour in Upper Egypt, where 
the Pacha, as I have already said, had given 
us one of his own officers for our secnrity. 
When an uncertain report of the Greek iasur- 
rection was spread in Daniietta, the troops be- 
gan to manifest hostile intentions towards the 
Christians; and, during one of our walks, we 
beard two pistols fired close to us, and saw at 
16 
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the same instant some balls I 
The intention was evident; the ...^^..,„,, „„^ 
had wished to give us a specimen of his ad- 
dress, vexed at having missed his aim, came 
from behind a hedge, where he had been post- 
ed: and we judged it prudent to abridge our 
walk. This adventure having transpired, by 
what means we were ignorant, the Aga, who 
commanded the city, and to whom we had 
been recommended by the Pacha, offered to 
give us spMdy and sanguinary satisfaction; 
but we declined, aS may well be supposed, 
this act of severity, which would only have 
irritated the peoples' mind against us. 

Mrs. Faker, who, with her women, occu- 
pied the second floor of the house, one day in- 
vited mt to come and see her.' I met there a 
numerous assemblage of Turkish and Arabian 
ladies, who, on seeing me enter, pressed round 
with a childish curiosity. I sat down upon 
the ground, on a carpet, by the side of them, 
and .soon saw what their intention was; it was 
as much to exhibit me, as to make me admire 
a dance, executed in this country only by a 
privileged caste of females, called gavanaki in 
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Kgypt, and halme among the Turks, and who 
like the bayadares, in India, enjoy perfect li- 
berty, and support themselves by the public 
exhibition of their talents. These women, who 
are frequently sent for to the harems, to in- 
struct the young girls in agreeable arts, be- 
sides their skill in dancing, are likewise versed 
in music and singing,* and are the delight of 
the ladies of the east.* 

The ennui and insipid monotony of a ha- 
rem, the total want of education of the women 
who are confined in it, and the extreme idle- 
Dsss which is the result of it, can alone make 
them take pleasure in a sight destitute of taste 

•• They then Uke the name of Moganie. 
f Those who only slug are called Halme, in the pin- 
nl, halvidem. They oj"/ >■ better reputation, and are 
more ealeemed than the dancere. During our stay a( 
Cairo, there ivaa a famous ^nger, whom the European; 
never called by any other name than that of the Arabian 
CaCslaiii. The price which she required for her perform- 
ance was worthy of the name wliich she had assumed; 
to induce her (o sing, it was necessary to begin by send 
ing her a Caclleniere shawl worth a hundred Spanish pi 
Bitres; when the concert was ended, she laid the whol< 
company under contribution ; and a present of small va- 
lue did not always aufRce, for she had the art ot stimu- 
lating the aelf-love of the audreneo by proclaiming aloud 
the value of each present which she received. 
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and sense, which offends modesty, and fright- 
ens away 4he graces. The principal talent of 
these dancers consists f>ot in ninibleness of the 
feet, in the l^htness -and equilibrium of the 
body, and in the gracefulness of the attitudes 
and motions, but in an extreme mobility of the 
hips. Their dance is a kind of lascivious pan- 
tomime; for the expression of their counte- 
nances accompanied all their movements. The 
dancer, who was pointed out to my admira- 
tion, and who excited the loudest acclama- 
tions of ail the spectatprs, hejd castenets in her 
hand, singing, and at intervals accompanying 
herself with a three-stringed instrument, re- 
sembling a Spanish mandoline. Fatigued wit|| 
this scene, and stunned by the noise around 
me, I slipped out, at the hazard of being ac- 
cused, by Ihe ladies, of want of taste, or of too 
much sensibility. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Visit te two Harenu.— SUt« of the Women in the East. 

When at Cairo, I had been several times 
solicited to visit the harem of the Pacha," a 
favour which isgenerally not granted to strati- 
gers. It is citstomsry in the East to make re- 
ciprocal presents ia such interviews. Notbeing 
able to procure in this city any productions of 
Europe worthy of being offered to these fair 
odalisques of such high rank, I was for a long 
time obliged to resUaio my curiosity, and re- 
nounce this visit. 

At Damietta, however, where a fresh occa- 
sion presented itself of-visiting the harem of 
the Aga, governor of the province, and where 
I should not be obliged to present such mag- 

* The present Facha, Mahomet Ali, has tvo legitimate 
wiTea, one of wbom resides at Curo, aiid the other at 
Alexandria. The n jmbec of his concubines is immense : 
tliere are abore two hundred in his harero at Alexandria. 
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nificent gifts, 1 resolved to make myself ac- 
quainted with an abode which contained so 
many things co&trary to the taste, the ideas, 
and manners of Europe. The harem of the 
AgjL was situated nearly^ opposite to the resi- 
deoce of Mr. Faker, on .the other bank of the 
Nile, in a garden, in the Turkish style, that is 
to say,* a piece of ground without trees. I Was 
accompanied by the lady of the Portuguese 
physician, who undefstood a little Italian and 
Arabic, and who was to act as my interpreter. 
When we arrived at the entrance of the build- 
ing, we were received bjr a black eunuch, rich- 
ly dressed, who invited us to go into a y^ry 
cool apartment, with latticed windows, and 
no furniture, except a very broad and low di- 
van. He left us to announce us to his mis- 
tress: we soon after saw the two wives of the 
Aga, accompanied by two of his daughters, 
one of whom was yet«a child, and the other 
married to one of the superior officers in the 
army, and about twenty young slaves. The 

two ladies, as well as the daughters of the 
Aga, seated themselves next to me, while the 
slaves ranged themselves in a half circle be- 
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fore us, with their arms crot 
breast, anil preserring a respectfi 
all these women spoke only Turl 
ed s secoud interpreter, who, in 
deralood only Turkish and Ai 
what I said in Italian had to be t 
Arabic, and the Arabic into Tui 
understand each other, we had 
languages, and two interpreters. 
It may readily besupposcd th 
sation could not go on fluently, t 
ed on the good will and talenb 
preters: in fact, the- qui pro 
from the batf translations of our 
answers were truly comic, and e] 
gaiety that loud and repeated bi 
ter soon establialied a good und 
tween us. The oldest of the c 
Aga, however, maintained a dig 
while the other, who was much 
of an animated and interesting 
repeated, with extreme Tolubi 
insignificant questioos^ and did 
amine the whole arrangement c 
They asked me many questions 
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women in my country: as for Europ«t I be- 
liere, they entertained' very vague notions of 
it, and when I told them that our husbands 
had but one wife and no slaves, they looked 
at one another, undetermined whether to ap- 
plaud or iaugh at this custom. 

The eldest daughter of the Aga was a young 
person of the most beautiful and pleasing 
countenance. She did not enjoy good health; 
her extreme paleness rendered her really in- 
teresting in my eyes: she resembled a lily lan- 
guishing, and withered by the burning wiod 
of the, desert She appeared to cherish life 
from the idea that I, perhaps, Assessed the 
skill to -cure her, and earnestly entreated me 
to prescribe some remedy. 

There is something singular in the convic- 
tion generally entertained by the Orientals, 
that all. Europeans, without distinction, hare 
a knowledge of medicine and necromancy, arts 
commonly confounded with one another. It 
several times happened to us in Upper Egyp^ 
to be called to the assistance of persons actual Iv 
dying, or in so desperate a state tha 
less than a conjuror, would hare been 
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to preserve their lives. Without being a dis- 
tinguished disciple of Hippocrates, it is easy 
to acquire the reputation of an able physician; 
and the really skilful medical man who accom- % 

panied us^ during our tour in Upper Eojypt, \^ 

was accustomed, on such occasions^ that is, ' i 

when the case Was not desperate, in imitation 
of the celebrated Sangrado, of happy memory, 
to administer only the most simple remedies, 
which never failed to produce a prompt and 
marvellous eSect. So much influence has the ^ 

imagination of these children of nature on their 
cure.* But to return to my fair odalisques, Nj 

They were nearly all natives of Syria, Cir- ^' 

cassia, and Georgia, and I had thus leisure to c 

survey these beauties who enjoy so much ce- 

Ik. 
lebrity. They undoubtedly merit their repu- 
tation; I can, however,'^ tell my fair country- 
women, tp comfort them, and to d6 justice 
to truth, that Europe cenainly can boast of 
beauties equal to those of the East. Those 
whom I had now the pleasure of seeing,. had 
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* To work a miracle, it is often quite sufficient to write 
some words on a piece of paper, or draw some cabalistic \ 

fig^ire, which they swallow, or place as a talisman on the 
part affected. 
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countenances, and delicate 
: but what most attracted 
their hair, which fell in 
curls down to their waist, 
•served their national cos- 
bly varied this pretty par- 
adopted the tresses of the 
fhich rather disfigure than 
. They had exquisitely 
Lhe clearness and bloom of 
d from their complexion i 
lid air, and I did not find 
\bonpoint which I had ex- 
haps their sedenlary mode 
ructive climate of f^gypt) 
tarnish the luslre of their 
ite of Egypt, otherwise so 
s a malignant influence 
, and on the children of 
It is rare to see foreign 
eirs; they generally die i\ 
ia, too, ia one of the causes 
s of Egypt never have any 
rays recniited by the pur- 
B, generally brought from 
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CIrcassia and the provin 
Black Sea, and the Ural 
The mortality of chile 
cessive; it is chiefly cau 
fatalism which prevents 
viding against the diseai 
is subject. The smalt-poi 
third of the children; the 
ing all his endeavours 
tion, has been able to att 
perfectly; and if we add 
small-pox, those of the 
fevers, we shall see re 
this fertile ■ coanlry is i 
into a desert. Cairo, ir 
liphs, still had a populati 
lion, which is now reduc 
It is melancholy to see 
of an enlightened gover 
counteracted in Egypt 
fanatic ideas of the inhab 
Pacha has already made 
if his successors should b 
cee4 in the same course, 
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,ure ages the appearance 

I brougtit in -on a small 
iw, and ornatnented with 
iry and mother-of-pearl; 
1 of confectionary, cakes 
jits, and sherbet Mean- 
at incensie lo Silver cen- 
sprinkled us with rose 
seed themselves lit my 
hat I either ate or drank 
7 to hold under my lips 
[uality, yet embroidered 
'ovided with fans, drove 
nsects which the pastry 
i around us. In short, 
a particular function to 
repast was ended, they 
night with them and to 
i^ing already acquainted 
of amusement at Cairo, 
! invitation. After go- 
lich did not contain any 
ook my leave; and on 
among the slaves some 
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small gold coins, to which they attach a great 
value. 

Some days after, Mr. Faker came to us, and 
proposed to introduce us to the first Ulema of 
the city, a person of very high rank; who 
having heard of our visit to the Aga, was de- 
sirous .that we should eonfei: the same honour 
on him. We set out in a gondola; for his 
harem and country-house-wlere situated on a 
small island formed by the Nile, at some dis- 
tance from the city. He received us himself 
on landing, and I was struck with the vener- 
able appearance of this old man; who remind- 
ed me of the celebrated picture of Abraham 
and Agar, by Guercino, in the Milan collec- 
tion. The silver beard which swept his breast, 
his dignified looks, and even his turban,^ and 
the rich drapery of his robe, recalled to my 
mind the patriarch of. Israel, so well delineat- 
ed by the immortal pencil of this artist. He led 
us into a small kiosk, washed by the waters 
of the Nile, and surrounded by a delightful 
gallery, from which we enjoyed a rich pros- 
pect, diversified with palms and banians, and 

animated with numerous droves of buffaloes 

17 
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id cameli. Contemplating this scene, I fan- 
ied myseK transported forty centuries bacl^^ 
nd saw in imaginatioB the pious Patriareh, di- 
!cted by the voice of the Alnighty, travers- 
ig these plains, and imploring the hospitalky 
f the Pharaohs. 

If we reflect that the-MussulmeD hare nevei' 
ny opportunities of being id the company of 

woman not belonging to their own family; 
nd that the law, of their Prophet makes them 
onsider our sex as destitute of a soul^. ami 
nworthy to enjoy the same 'prerogatives 
3 the qien, we shall wonder at the supra^r 
lind'Of this Ulema, who, in spite of the pre* 
adices of his caste and of his religioii, receiv- 
d a fore^n female wilh attention, and even 
;ranted her the honeitr of being seated by his 
id^. Our venerable host, therefore, in every 
especl merited the title of a philosopher, un- 
es3 a.iiltle curiosity, which philosophers bare 
n common with other mortals, was concerned 
nit. Pipes baring been presented to eVery 
tody, an attention which the Orientals never 
'^11 to observe, I expressed a desire to visit 
ho abode of his women; and attended by a 
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slave, I repaired to the houae in whii 
i-«si<led. On my entrance, they all e 
around me ivith expresiions-of noisy 
they were like a troop of young foals li 
r«>ni the rein. Lam not aware witeth 
had been infot-med of my visit; not b> 
interpreter, it was impossible for me 
verse with-them. There were in thii 
none bat Arab or f^yptian women, ar 
Negro slaves; they did not appear tjt 
■o well bred as the women of the A. 
their indelicate style of dress forced 
avert my eyes. They tormented if 
their curiosity lOiout my toilette; an 
importunity became so troublesome 
wearied wUh their noise, of which I c 
hended nothing, and dreadiog the fati 
cock stripped of bis feathers, in the 
resolved to escape, DOtwithstanding thei 
to detain me, glad to be free fironi the 
to return to the protection of my husbi 
This was my last visit to a harem; 
perhaps be agreeable to say a few w< 
the general stateof the womea in £gy 
that I hare been able to learn by perso 
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servation, and what I was told by several Le- 
vantine ladies, concurs to prove that the situ- 
ation of the women in the East is not so un- 
happy as we generally fancy it to be. The 
different races and sects, of which the preseht 
population of Egypt is composed,* have, it is 
true, this in'common, that they shut up their 
women; and the Cophts, though Christians, 
observe this custom with much more rigour 
than even the Atabs themsdVes; but this pti- 
vation of liberty is only imaginary, and ex- 
tends BO farther than to prohibit them from 
appearing in public Without a veil, which'is a 
kind' of cloak of black silk, which hides their 
form and their face in a frightful manner, and 
to exclude them from the society of the men. 
They are, notwithstanding, perfect mistresses 
at home, and exclusively command the slaves 

* The present inhabitants of Egypt are a mixture of 
>■ Ctphtt, who are generally considered m the detcendanti 
ot the ancient Egyptians; they embraced Christiani^ 
during the first centuries, when tiiis religion was spread 
in Egypt, but their ritea differ from those of the Roman 
Catholics; of ^rabi,. who conquered thia country; of 
Greeka and ^trmemani, both of whom have a diflercnt 
kind of worship ; of the Zmimlinet,- who are Roman 
Catholics; of Jeai; and, lastly, of Turkt, who are its 
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in their own service, who, in spite of the 
vours of their master, are no less d^eodant < 
the wife thaa on the latter. As their dwelli 
is always separated from that of tbeir husbai 
they have a right to prevent him Cmta enti 
ing it, by placing before the^oorii pair of sli 
persi which is a sipi that they have compai 
The husband, who dares not appear in the pi 
sence o^ another person's wife, is obliged 
respect this indication;, and th« German pi 
verb) which says, "that a qian is under 1 
wife's aiipper," may be perfectly applieal 
in^die East. When they wish to visit any 
their friends or relatioois, the faofbaad ha;} c 
the right (^ opposing them; find, attended 1 
alititbful sUve, they.iometime? absent ^« 
selves from home for several weeks togetht 
Under the pretext of these visits, I w^s i 
sured that they allow, themselves incredit 
liberty; in spite of their veils, and the loo 
under which they are shut up, theyfindmea 
to iqdemi^ify themadv^ for tt^is oonstraip 
and it is here (hat we most see the truth 
that mazitp, which says: "That virtue pr 
17* 
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tecU itself, and that good principles are the 
best dowry of a female." 

The men, in their tum,.whea they are tired 
of their wives, sometimes hare recourse to 
poison to rid themselres of them ; but instaneea 
of this kind are rare, and under the present 
government we hear no more of such horrors. 

Education is so much neglected, that the 
females are not instructed even in the elements 
of the most simple things, so that their minds 
being uncultivated, they are strangers to a 
number of enjoyments, the want of which 
would appear to them iniupportable, if their 
information were more extensive. It must 
also be allowed, that education, by developing 
our intellectual faculties, by increasing our 
delicacy and sensibility, renders us susceptible 
of numerous trifling sufferings, which are not 
felt by the unenlightened children of nature. 
Thus we see that the system of compensation, 
that wise and equitable distribution of pains 
and enjoyments, of faculties and resources, 
which balance and equalize all conditions of 
life, also tabes place in favour of the women 
of the East, who, but for this divine justice. 
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would have too much reason to complain of 
the abuse of power in the other sex, and of the 
iniquity of a religion, which condemns them 
to a kind of moral and political nullity. Those 
whom their fortune dispenses from the cares 
of domestic economy, leave them to slaves, 
a^nd pass their lives stretched at ease upon a 
divan, in the dolce far niente of the Italians. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

Dunietta.— Arrival in the AMd* oT^bon- 
wf.—Second St*/ at Alexuidrift. 

; Cairo, we had it in contempla- 
}ni Damietta to Palestine, to visit 
places which always iospire Chris- 
ry denomination with the most 
st, and thence to visit a part of 
DUntLebaaOD. We had just hired 
Use a vessel which was to convey 
:nd on leaving that town I waa to 
erusalem in a palanquio, not be- 
go on horseback. Erery thing 
r our departure, even our luggage 
I, when, an event, which till then 
ly dubiously reported, rendered 
1 of this project Impossible, It 
ive Dews of troubles having bro- 
rria, in conaequnce of the insur- 
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rection of the Greeks, which Mr. Faker had 
just received, and immediately communicated 
to us. It was easy to be foreseen, that this 
conflagration would not speedily be extin- 
guished, and that in the end, it would spread 
through the whole of the Levant, particularly 
as the Druses, a warlike and restless people, 
seemed inclined to join the cause of the Greeks. 
Several European travellers had already been 
insulted on the road to Jerusalem; prudence, 
therefore, obliged us to renounce this journey, 
from which we had promised ourselves so 
many pleasures and agreeable recollections. 

Under these circumstances we had only to 
think of returning to Europe. Unwilling to 
go to Alexandria, which was at that time 
dreadfdlly affected by the plague, my husband 
despatched a courier with orders to send from 
the port of that city one of the corvettes of 
the Pacha, called La Bella Svezia, which he 
had hired for 4,000 Spanish piastres, and 
which was to convey us to Europe, with the 
antiquities, and Arabian horses which we had 
purchased. This large vessel not being able 
to come quite up to Damietta, it was determin* 
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ed that it should wait for us in the roads of 
Aboulirr, and thaiwesboutd gp put of the bo- 
gaS9G* in a djerme^t We had still to wait 
sevetml days fpr a favourable wind before we 
could effect our purpose: as soon as the wind 

^ rises, and the passage is free, a signal is im- 
mediately eiven in the port, which is repeat* 
ad on one of the minarets of the city« We 
were accordingly informed by the captain on 
duty; and every thing beitig ready for-our de« 
parture, we directly proceeded in a gondola- to 
the fort of Esbe, where our djevme was ready 
for us. It was here that- we took leave of oof 
vKorthy host ' and several of his friends whp 
had accompanied us, and meunting our frail 

•bark, which was constantly tossed by the waves 
(kf the NiJe, .which the winds s?^Ued more 
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* A name given to Uie passage between the sand bank 
which obstructs the mouth of this arm of the Nile^ and 
ivbioh renders navigation dangerous, and often impracti* 
cable; vessels are sometimes oblig^ to wtut several 
months in the road, and in the port of Pamietta, before 
they are able to enter o r go out. One of the most favour- 
able times for crossing the sand bank is when jhe inun- 
dation of the» Nile covers it to the depth of eight or 
twelve feet. 

t A boat ussd for the conveyance of gniDi 
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and more^ we commeaded ourselves ta the 
protection of the Almighty, and to the boast- 
edy but dubious, skill of our rower«. 

This vessel, the best that we had been able 
tj> procure, wa6 in so bad a condition, and so 
small, that we lay at the bottom of the hold 
close-together, without being able to stir. An 
attempt had been made to cover this wretched 
bark by some carpets and blankets, hung np 
and fastened to the mast, and we soon had 
reason to congratulate ourselves on this pre^ 
caution; for the high wind which arose at the 
moment of our departure, and impelled us 
with incredible rapidity, changed into a com^ 
plete hurricane, the violence of which sOon 
baffled all our precaution* When we reached 
the open sea, our boat became entirely the 
sport of the wind and the waves; like a nut- 
shell, with which a child amuses itself; now 
the waves lifted it into* the clouds, now seem- 
ed to plunge it again into the abjrss. ' 

As several djermes are every year lost on 
this coast, and as only a few days before twb 
of these frail skiffs had gone to the bottom, 
I dreaded that we should share the same fate. 
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Two of our Italian sertants, who luckily were 
brought up to the sea, were obliged to bold 
me, to prevent me from falUog out of bed. 
We were ia a pitiable condition. None but 
those who have. been at sea during. a dread- 
ful storm, in so slight a vessel as ours, can 
form an idea of what we suffered, fearing every 
instant that a wave would swallow us up, and 
experiencing that despondency which almost 
always seizes the mind at the sight of inevi- 
table danger. It is in combating with the 
elements that man is most conscious of his 
weakness; notwithstanding all his moral power, 
he is not able to conquer tMs superior force; 
it is then that he implores a more mighty pro- 
tection, and directs his thoughts towards Him 
who can command the fury of the storm. 

As to myself, being in a very delicate state 
of health, which rendered me susceptible of 
melancholy impressions, and completely ex- 
hausted by the unceasing motion of the vessel, 
I soon lost all recollection. I do hot know 
how long I continued in this state;*. for my 
husband, as great a, sufferer as myself, was 
not able to stir. I was suddenly roused by 



CHANGE OP VESSELS. 205 

theair, and found myself suspended, as it 
were, between the earth and sky, in the arms 
of some Turkish saitb(;% who carried me from 
the djerma into the large vessel, which we had 
fortunately reached. They bad much labour 
to get up to it; for at the moment they fancied 
that they had approached her, the wind drove 
our little boat far away into the sea; and it 
was not till after incredible exertions that they 

T - 

effected their purpose. After taking some re- 
pose, I experienced an indefinable sentiment 
of happiness, in seeing myself restored to life, 
at feeling warmth and motion in my veins, and 
finding myself restored to a place of safety, 
and surrouiKied with all the comforts and con- 
veniences of European life. As soon as I had 
sufficiently recovered my strength, I resolved 
to examine minutely my new abode. It con- 
tained several spacious apartments; and the 
ship having been built in Sweden, was fur- 
nished with a degree of elegance. 

I afterwards went on deck to see my mena- 
gerie; for I had been presented at Cairo with a 
beautiful ostrich, for which I had a large cage 

15 
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built. This poor creature felt itself quite put 
of its element, and seemed unable to accustom 
itself to the inotion of the vessel; Whereas my 
three gazelles of which Ismael Gtibraltar had 
made me' a present, came leaping round me; 
one of them, pursued by a kind erf hyaena 
which was on boar^, and had got loose, jumped 
into the $ea, but was happily caught by an 
active sailor who plunged in after.it. We 
had on board goats, sheep, chickens, and cats, 
besides five'Arabian horses; all these animals 
mixed together, as in Noah's ark^ afforded us 
a lively scene, and contributed to break the 
monotony of a long passage, which we had 
reason to expect at so unfavourable a season. 

We were surprised at not seeing the Captain 
of the ship, and were told that he was gone to 
the fort of Aboukir, by order of the Comniand- 
ant. We were exactly opposite to this fort, 
and nearly in the same place where the cele- 
brated naval battle, gained by Lord Nelson, 
was fought They showed us the position of 
the French fleet on that occasion, and the 
point at which Nelson commenctd his attack. 



V 
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The fort of Aboukir stands upon the ru 
of the ancient Canope, so famous for its 
ligious warship, and the frequent pHgrirnai 
that were made to it It was amidst the ru 
of this towo, that a gold plate, with a Gn 
inscription, was found a few jrearsego. 
was covered with a compositioa of redd 
glass, resembling purpurina, and was prese 
ed by the Viceroy to Sir Sidney Smith. 

^Ve distinguished the Turkish colours By 
on the fort, and soon saw a boat put off fr 
shore, and row rapidly towards the ship. 
was our Turkish captain returning from 
visit; but judge of our vexation and snrpri 
when he told us, that instead of sailing 
Europe, he was going to steer for the port 
Alexandria, according to orders which he I 
just received from the commandant. We tl 
lear/it that the Greeks had taken and si 
three of the Pacha's ships; on board of wh 
were some envoys from Constantinople, wh 
they had massacred; and that the Yicen 
wishing for the present to avoid all aggressii 
of this kind, had forbidden hia vessels 
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leave the port, and given orders to recall those 
ich were on the coast. ' ■* 

This news was such as jusllv to alarm us; 
were going back to Alexandria, which we 

so much reared to approach; and being on 
rd a Turkish vessel, to be exposed to ini- 
tiate and continual communication with that 
icted city. BosidM, we should be obliged 
look for another vessel to convey us to 
rope. How many unexpected events might 
e in so critical a moment, when we .heard 
hing but rumours of war, and when the 
ids of the people, in general, were inflam- 
igainst the Christians; all of whom they cob- 
nded with the Greeks. 
The night passed in these melancholy r»>> 
tktnst and the following morning we weigh- 
tnchor, to steer to the place of our destioa- 
I. Wewereagainexposed, during thisshnrt 
sage, to a danger which had nearly prpved 
I to us. The captain, not having reflected 
t we were still within the sand bank which 
ders this coast so hazardous, wished to take 

shortest way, by going over this bank. 
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ship, snd it is to his kindoess that we wen 
indebted for finding one under Auatrian co- 
lours. Several days transpired before our things 
could he carried horn one vessel to the other. 

During this time, we karnt that our captain 
and several of his sailors, who were all Turks, 
notwithstanding their promise to the contrary, 
went every evening jnto the city, and in conse't 
quence of their system of predestioation, mix- 
ed without reserve amOng the inhahitants. 
Nothing in the world can hinder a Turk from 
going in the evening te smoke his pipe in the 
coffee-house, and ours were in no wise dispvs- 
ed to renounce their favourite custom out of 
respect to the idle fears of some Christians, in 
spite of all our representations of the danger 
to which they exposed us, considering that 
the plague already raged in several Turkish 
vessels. We were at length released from 
these dangerous neighbours by removing to 
our Austrian ship. 

With what pleasitre did we anticipate the 
approaching moment of our departure, when 
we should be able to tura our backs on this in- 



PRAGUE AT ALBXANBBIA. 211 



!l 



fected place, whic)i seemedtben tp-be mark- 
ed with the atatnp of /^probation. Some ar 
rangemenis on the part of our Cap4aii>, how- 
ever, still retarded this wi$hed?fibr period. At 
length, every thiag wi(S completedi when, in 
the night preoeding the day fixed for our de- 
parture, repeated discharges of 'artillery from 
all the forts announced some extraordinary 
event. In fact, these salutes were in honour 
of the arrival pf the Pacha, who had travelled 
night and day from Cairo, to organize his fleet; 
andjt^ke the necessary precautions for .the de- 
fe«ce of his states. *An incredible activity. 
was' immediately manifested in the port; an 
embargo was laid upon all the vessels, ours of 
course included. 'This was a thunder-stroke 
for us: it seemed as if we were never to quit 
this country. Like the warrior in the ^tory, 
who, having been shipwrecked, found himself 
fixed, as if by enchantment, to a rock of load- 
stone, a fatal power seemed resolved to retain 
us against our will, on a ooast on which death 
and desolation then reigned. 

My husband earnestly solicited the Pacha 
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to make an ezceptioa in our fkvour^ and to 
give MM peraiissioD to depart; but this request, 
made by the European consuls in favour of the 
ressels of their respective governmentSi had 
just been positively refused by his highness, 
and he was of opinion that for this reason he 
ought not to grant it to us, adding, that he 
thought we had set sail Jong ago. 

Our condition was thus truly unfortunate, 
especially as my st^teof health made me very 
desirous of returning to Europe. The Pacha 
seemed* to feel for our situation, and wished 
at least io ameliorate it as much as lay in his 
power; he also sent to us his brother-in-law, 
Ismael Gibraltar, the admiral of his fleet, and 
minister of the marine, whose name has be- 
come well known by recent events, to induce 
us to leave the vessel, where we were very 
narrowly lodged, and to request us to take up 
our residence in one of his palaces, belonging 
to his son Ibrahim Pacha. My husband was 
very unwilling to agree to this; he at length 
yielded to the repeated solicitations of Ismael 
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Gibraltar, and going on board the loDg boht, 
we landed for the second time at Alexandria* 
How different were jnj sehsations on this 
occasion from those I felt on &cst landing in 
£gypt, nine montliB befot^! Now my mind 
was oppressed with a thousand melancholy 
forebodings; I found myself detained by poli- 
tical circumstances, on a spot wbich-I had ap- 
proached with my imagination filled with th« 
agreeable prospect of all the wonders w4iich I 
expected to meet with. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

m Pu:ha.— Iinwel Gibraltar.— Poriteuess 
of tkc F&cb*. 

e of Ibrahim Pacha in which we 
Je, is situated at some distance 
idria, on a tongue of had which 
> the sea and - separates the two 
far from it are two other palaces; 
: is the residence of the Pacha, 
r that of his woroen. The whole 
3 destitute of vegetation, arid and 
uaiforo) greyish colour, which 
I ioactlTity and the mourning of 
palaces on the sea-shore, huilt in 
taste, have about them none of 
!S which embellish our Kuropean 
vea that of the women is suF- 
r by a very high dead wall. Fre> 
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quently,' when casting' my eyes towards that 
quarter, I commiserated the fate of those who 
were ahut up in that dreary abode, which 
rather resembles a. state prison than the re- 
sidence of the wife of a Viceroy. 

The fear of coming |n contact with the 
plague, by sending in to the town for qsses 
to uke lis to the palace of Ibrahim Pacha, 
had induced us to refuse them, go that we 
were obliged to go for a considerable distance 
on foot. It was the middle of the day, when 
the' rays of the sun darted almost perpendi- 
cularly upon our heads, that Ismael Gibral- 
tar came to fetch us. We sunk info the 
sand up to the ankle, and were besides obli- 
ged to ascend a hill on which the palace stood. 
Though supported by my husband and Ismael 
GibralUr, my knees bent under me, and it 
was not without great fatigue that I was able 
to reach.my new abode.' As soon as I enter- 
ed It I fell (Jpwn quite exhausted on a broad 
divan, which raft along the wall of a large 
saloon, which was the audience-chamber of 
the young prince. 
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The coolness of this immense apartment, 
as an ^^eeabbe conlrast. to the burntng heat 
ithout. This palace, like 3II, those built by 
le Pacha, in the style of ' architecture which 
revails at Constantinople, is' crowded with' 
indows, which give to the interior of the 
iom> th« Jippearance of a -lantern; very for- 
inately, the one I speak, of had blinds that 
Imitted onfy a partial light, which was very 
;reefeble to the eye. We occupied this room 
I preference to the ethers, which were npt so 
>ol; it w«s to serve^js as a ch-awing and din- 
ig room, and bed-chamber; and as there was 
> furniture- in thfe whole house except the 
rge divans, -we were obliged to cootent our- 
Ives with such conveniences as it could af- 
rd. 

Ismael Gibraltar, however, had the kind- 
ws to procure us a tabter without which we 
lould have' been quite' at a loss; and sonre 
rniture and utensils, which wef^ fetched 
am on board the ship, supplied what was 
ill wanting for the comfortable arrangement 

our abode. The Pacha, not content with 



showing us ho^piulity i& oni 
' laces, evaD offered to supply o 
own kitchen, ' which we acce 
Uide, as it was impassible t< 
eook ioto the city, on mcoud 
Itmael Gibraltar, regularly i 
of the taMe in the stead of hi 
aSbrde^ me nmch pleasure 1 
sitting opposite to me in his r 
cent dress, familiarized witl 
customs. 

IsOiael Gibraltar had spent 
Sweden, where he was sent 1 
Qommercial affairs, as weH as 
Frankfort. He was about fif 
of a dignified figure, with fai 
aquiline nosC) and a mild am 
tenance. He was pretty convei 
and French, and seems to remi 
sure his visit to Europe. He 
a ball at Frankfort, several- 
bim dance; and that he acqui 
Riirably — in short, he seems 
- the prejudices of bis nation. 
19 
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legitimate wife, and an only daughter, o£ 
whom he speaks with the most lively tender- 
ness, residing in the environs of Constantino- 
tile, and from whom he has been separated 
or many years; he was thinking of sending 
or them to Egypt. During the absence <rf 
Ar. Boghos, he performs the office ofdH^o- 
nan to the Pacha, and shares with the former, 
he farour of the Viceroy. 

When evening came, I endeavoured by 
neans of some minlin curtains, which 1 fasten- 
id to the wail, to contrire a sort of cabinet 
'or sleeping, in one corner of the room. The 
leclusioD of this extensive palace, which was 
nhabited only by ns and three of our servants, 
—having left the others on board to take care 
>f our effects, — inspired me with a terror 
vhich I could not subdue; besides this, the 
rast saloon, destitute of furniture, in which 
lur words and footsteps sounded as under a 
'ault; the wind, which whistled through the 
galleries, and which at this season, and on the 
Oast; generally springs up at sunset: the roar- 
□g of the waves, which dashed against the 
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walls of the palace, and th^e noise of the great 
Egyptian rabi running in the night over our 
heads^ and even enteiing oar apartnmt with- 
out the least dread, as well as all the rest of 
ihe house which had not been inhabited for 
a long tinie, and you may fbrm an idea of the 
unpteasant sensations which I experienced du- 
ring these long nights, when I w.as unable to 
sleep. 

In the morning, generally before six o'clocic^ 
I hastened down stairs to wijoy for a moment 
the coolness and shade which were to be found 
at that time on one side of the house, the op- 
posite front of which was towards the sea. 
This refreshing shade, whktb was all that was 
to be had on this barren coast, disappeared 
about nine o^dock, after which it was impos- 
sible to stir out We walked up and down, 
iwaiting the arrival of our camel, which regu- 
larly brought us two bottles of fresh water, 
some wood, and bufialdes^ milk; some stones 
placed in a kind of vault, served for a hearth 
. and kitchen. I amused myself till breakfast, 
in watchipg the nutnerous ants, nearly an inch 
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chaoging their colour, which has g 
such a wonderful reputation, and 
become proverbial. It is true thai 
able to make any continued obser 
these animals, because they alw 
means to escape in a few days. 

At the hour of dinner, someGree 
came to bring the dishes from the 
the Pacha. This was the first time 
came acquainted with Turkish cook 
the other houses in which I lived, i 
Italian and Arab cooks. At the 
they ofiered us splendid dinners, co 
£fty dishes, but we declined the 
worthy of Lucullus, and contented 
with a much smaller number. I si 
been anxious indeed to learn the 
of Turkish cookery, and to see 
would have managed if we had ace 
first ofier, since the eight dishes, w 
brought us every day for dinner, w< 
the same as those we had the di 
They were, indiSerent soup, a dish 
pillau, roast pigeons and fowl, a d 
19* 
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mich, (hibiscus esculentus,} i. species of glu- 
tinous vegetable, of an a^veabte taste,- and 
some pastry, mixetl with honey. Occasionally 
they brought us Trater-melons and oranges, 
one day the Pacha bad the politeness to 
d me a great piece of ice, which he had re* 
red from the high mouotaios of Asia Mi- 
: we were very sensible of the value of 
I present, and immediately used it to cool 
water, which was scarcely lit to drink, 
smael Oibrallar came one day, and told 
that the Pacha had inquired after me, 
: had. ordered him to say, that he would 
e come himself to pay mc a visit, if he 
re not obliged to respect certain usages 
I prejudices of his nation. I confess that 
as agreeably surprised at this marl of at- 
tion, which I BO little expected, and which 
( so very contrary to the manner in which 
Turks genualiy behave towards my sex. 
iplied, therefore, thai I had long since de- 
id to see the regenerator of Egypt seated on 
throne of the Soudans, whose genius and 
nanity were admired m Europe, but that I 
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had letfrntthatcuatomand etiquette did not 
mit femiilGs to appear inhis presence. Is: 
Gibraltar replisd, that the Pacha would dc 
less receive me with pleasure, if, like 1 
Stanhope," I would present myself to hii 
the Mameluke costume. Though oy curit 
was very great, my natural timidity w 
not permit me to accept this proposal, 
Ismael Gibraltar then told me, that the F 
would endeavour to contrive to meet m 
the promenade. In fact, the following day 
Pacha with a numerous suite, eame to the 
of the palace which we inhabited, but I 
informe4 of it too late, for after he had t 

* This lady, who i( a niece of the celebnted Pit 
for A number of yatia lived in u) Rndent conn 
Syria, the crUs of which she hu had changed infa 
gant apartments. In the aummei she goes to er 
cooler air on the heists of Mount Lebanon. A 
speaks in perfection \he Oriental hing;uages,of vhic 
was always extremely fond, she has acquired great i 
rity in the country, andcomnynda almost as a aovc 
several tribe* of Bedouins, it ia said that she ia on 
of friendship with several Pachas, her neighbours 
ahe came some years ago to Egypt, to yisit'tbe Vii 
She constantly weara the Mameluke costume, i 
was thus riding an horseback by the side of the P 
that she witnesaed the icTiew of part of bis troops 
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1 or two, be irent back, and I did not see 
till just as he was going away. He 
»I to me not to be tall; iny busbaad, 
saw bim very often, told ine that he 
lively and piercing look, and animated 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Precautions agunst the revolted Albaniana. — She 
Dr. MarpUrgo.— -The pUgue.— Departure from 
andiii—RlttdeK— Meeting with pirate*. 

The activity of the Pacha wm most e: 
ordinary. He was eonstantly engaged in 
warding the equipment of the fleet which 
to be sent against the Qres^u. Notwithat 
ing the feat of the Rhamadtn, duriog w 
the Turks are not permitted to eat, drinb 
even to smoke before sunset, we saw 
from morning tilt evening occupied wit 
interruption in Uie port. It appears to 
that the people of the Seuth, and particu 
the Arabs, are alone capable of enduring 
privations; while the natives of the ]N 
would be entirely discouraged by them. 

Political circumstances suggested to 
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PacliB the same precautionaiy meaaures which 
he had before employed with miecess against 
the Wechabitesi He asaembled in a camp, in 
the enTirons of Alexandria, two theusand of 
(he most turbulent and dangerous Albaniang, 
of whom he desired to get rid by enplo^ng 
Ihem on board the fleet destined to act againat 
the Greeks. This undisciplined and fanatic 
soldiery had scarcely anired when they inun- 
dated the quarter of the Franks, thmtening 
to pillage the warehouses of the m«rchaati. 
pOTiunately, the Pacha being iofonned of it 
in time^'Was prompt in psnishing Ihe guilty^ 
and thus auj^reased this tumult in its begin- 
ning.' Some years before, this coi^ of troops, 
ivhich had rorroerly rendeisd impotlant aetr 
rices to the Pacha, revolted against him, at 
the instigation of the Court of CouBtantinO' 
fie. He was even obliged to shut himself op 
in the citadel of^Cairo, but this difficulty and 
iritical situation did not discourage, this great 
nan; his active mind suggested to him a mea- 
sure, to which, though rather extraordinary, 
IS ms hkwever indebted for his safety; He 
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conuBUided the troops that remained i 
to him, to go .through the city,, aad i 
the magazines and bazars. As soon 
Albaoiaiw, aiw^w greedy of booty, pei 
Ibis, they joined the supposed phinderc 
geUing'to carry into effect their firs 
Meantime, the Paeha arrested the cbie 
leaders of the reTolt, on whom he ex 
aommary justice. The next day, qk 
restored in the city, the merchants w 
demnified, and every body was u 
Soon afterwards, the war against the ^ 
bites furbished him with an occasioiv 
ting rid of the remainder of this mi 
corps, the greater number of which p 
in the deserts of Arabia, and during tl 
quest of the Holy City. 

Towards evening, when the wind i 
blow H-itb too much violence, we took 
along the seashore} we generally nu 
tour of the little peninsula, at the i 
which is a batterycommanding the fori 
guard, which was composed of Alb 
Iiad received orders not to molest us 
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Walk, which besides Was prohibited on this 
side, to tb9 iohabitants of ALaxandtla, and 
curiosity alone sometimes attraoled tbem to 
approach* . 

During theie w^lkSf we amused ourselves in 
picking up the shells which the waves threw in 
great quantities on this coast, and which present 
the greatest variety of colour and form. How 
admirable is the diversity of natur^^ even in 
the bosom .of the ocean f The beauties and the 
wonders which this element conceals, are still 
more aslooishing than those which are exposed 
to view on the ^urCace of the earth. Among 
the shells which I collected, there wereiw^ty- 
nine kinds, of different forms, pattern^ and 
colours. When we thus behold, the works of 
creation, impressed with so many beauties^ 
even those which are the most concealed from 
the e^e, the activity of nature, coAstantly pro- 
ducing and ever varying,— peopling the air, 
the earth, and even the abysses of the ocean, 
with the same breath of liCe,—- who can doubt 
that the Creator is the centre or focus of an 
infinite and mysterious goodness, from whence 
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every source of existence flows, like those 
rivers, which descend from the inaccessible 
summits of the loftiest mountains, and which 
we know only by the benefits which they con- 
fer. 

My health obliged me one day to have re- 
course to medical adrice; we therefore Called 
in one of the principal physicians of the Pacha, 
who enjoyed a great reputation and was chiefly 
employed in his harem.' He was a Jew, of the 
name of Marpurgo, and was a man of great 
ability and extensive knowledge. Having re- 
sideit in Syria and Egypt for a number df 
yean, he imparted to us some observations 
which he had had opportunities of making oh 
the plagtie. He had accurately studied this dis- 
ease, and he was persuaded that it was nol 
communicated by Ihe air, but only by<!antact. 
He wi<^ also convinced that the fears inspired 
by the imagination, render the body extreme- 
ly susceptible of catching it, and he alleged it 
a proof of this, that having himselflost one ol 
his children by the plague, he had not beeE 
attacked by it, notwithstanding the constani 
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care he had bestowed on him till the last mo- 
ment; but then he Jiad never dwelt upi^i the 
idea of^the danger to which he e:!posed himself. 
It is said that certain constitutions never con- 
tract it; others, who have recovered, have 
^en attacked the second time: I myself knew 
a man at Cairo who had had it twice. Most 
commonly those who are attacked die on the 
third day, in a high fever and delirium. The 
most trifling thing is oepable of communicating 
this disorder; a pen, a thread, carried away 
t>y a bird, which we may touch by chance, 
are often sufficient to propagate it; and it is 
therefore' not surprising that it, tqiikes such 
dreadful ravages in a country where religious 
ideas forbid the inhabitants jjom doing any 
thing to guard against it. 

Itgenerally declines during the violent heats, 
but it unhappily reigns at Alexandria the grea- 
ter part of the year. The months of April, 
May, and June, are those in which its vic> 
tims are Uie most numerous. We daily heard 
of the frightful favages which this disease 
wu exercising in the city. Notwithstanding 
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the precautions taken by the 
third of the Chriatfan inhabita 
off this year. It is qiiite a inir 
ourselves nor any of our serva 
ed, though we were constant!) 
tact' with Turks, and dined 
Ismael Gibraltar, who inspec 
which the plague was raging, 
city, and who, like all Turt 
faith in the. precautions whic 
taken to avoid it Among 
used to sit down in his long 
divan, instead ofatcepting th« 
offered to him. 

Dr. Marpui^ gave us soi 
amusing details of his visits 
the Pacha. He was generall; 
kind of parlonr. The ladies t 
to a wicket, through which 
hands. The most comic affa 
difficult to-be carried into effect 
ing the rules of decorum, was 
tor asked to look at theit toi 
%vis then sometimes drawn as! 
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ed their pretty faces to ths eyss of the ravish- 
ed doctor. He was evea malicious enough to 
sSy that it was always the' prettiest wodten 
who most frequently pretended to be aiak.and 
that he had litlFe or -nothing to do for the old 
af^ the ugly. 

Towards the end of our stay in the palace 
of Ibrahim Pacha, several of our friends at 
Alelandria, braviog the danger of contagion^ 
had >Uie. kindness t« come and see us; at length, 
in the month of July, after a forced residence 
of six weeks in this palace, we were informed 
that the Viceroy's fleet was going to sail, and 
that the embai^ on the other vessels would 
be finally taken off. la fact, the Pacha, by a 
special favour, gave us leave to quit the port on 
the IStb of the same month, some days earlier 
than he had granted it to the other vessels, 
but we were detained by contrary winds till 
the 17th. 

At length the long wished-for moment ar- 
rived; we bade adieu to Egypt, and its coast 
soon vanished from our view. At this season 
we had reason to expect a long passage, and 
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in fact the wind was almost fllvays cootri"'* 
4tS wa steered towards the port of Trie 
aad the wind blew constantlj from the do 
east, we were obliged to laveer someti 
towards the coasts of Asi& Minor, and so 
times towards those of Barbary. In this n 
Iter we left the isle of Cyprus to the rij 
and entered the gulph of Satalia, where we 
proached the land near enough to disUngi 
the habitations situated oa the coast, wi 
appeared to us to be well cultivated andwt 
ed, and must supply Egypt with much w 
for fuel. 

We tl>en tacked to return to the coa: 
Barbary; sailing continually in zig-zag,* 
steered towards Castelrosso, then for the 
and of Malta, and thence to the gulpl 
Maori, the coasts of which, once so flour 
ing, appear now unwholesome and depopi 
ed. The modern town is built m the m 
of the ruins of the ancient Telmessus, wl 
extend along ihe beach, and produce an ac 
rable effect, as well as the lofty mount 
20* 



THE IS££ OF RHOO£S. 295 '^ 

called 10 ancient times; accordingly we obiserve 
the image of that planet on aliftost^ll Iht old 
medals found in this isiaodt It contained, as 
is well kaown, one of the seven ponders of 
the world, the famous Colossus, which, accord* 
ing to Pliny, was seventy cubits in height. Jt 
enjoyed much celebrity in various periods of 
antiquity, and in the middle ages was the re- 
s|dence of the Knights of the order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem, Who received it frpm the 
Emperor Emanuel. It remaiued for above 
two centuries in the possession of this x>rder, 
till Soliman II. conquered this^ bulwark of 
Christendom after an heroic defence on the 
part of the knights and their excellent Grand 
Master De Aubusson. ^ This siege cost Soli- 
man three hundred thousand men^ 

Some sailors, who had several times visited 
the Isle of Rhodes, told me that in one of the 
streets, which is strll .called the street of (he 
knights, the habitations of these brave defend- 
ers of" the faith are yet to be seen. TWe arms 
carved over the doors, point out their dwel- 
lings, most of which are now inhabited by 
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beggara. WhatachaDgeof scene is this! Tliey 
still^how at Rhodes the effigy of an eDermous 
lerpent, which killed one of the knights of the 
irder, which has furnished the subject of a 
sharming ballad, by the immortal Schiller, 
Jie Shakspeare of Germany. Seated on deck, 
}pposite the island, I could not refuse myself 
:he pleasure of reading the poem, and I sighed 
vhen I reflected that this superb island, like 
10 many others, is in the possession of the 
Turks. 

We had lost sight of Rhodes, when on Hie 
bllowing morning, we met three armed Greek 
ressels, with their new 69g. They endeavour- 
id to ^t to die windward of us, which it was 
tasy for them to do, as they had the start of 
IS and were better sailors. They soon after 
lailed tK, and asked to see our papers. We 
Dvited them to cone on board, but they ap- 
iMred to have no iDclio^tinn to comply, and 
irged the captain of our vessel to go on board 
heirs." My husband forbade him;buthaving 
rone down in the cabin to inform me of what 
vas passing, the captain seized this moment to 
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go wilh fourteen of his crew on ba 
long boat, to the largest of the Greek 
We had then none left with us except 
at the helm, a cabin boy, two captai 
were on board as passengers, and our e 
We endeavoured but in vain to ci 
the captain; he continued to row (ill 
reached the Greek vessels. A great 
conversation took place between them 
saw the Greeks by degrees put their ai 
their boats. Several hours having 
siace the departure of our captain, » 
to fear that he would suffer from the i 
those people, and we called to him « 
speaking-trumpet. The Greeks put the 
. in motion with three armed Boats, i 
few minutes they mounted on deck c 
side. Our captain was however amot 
which in some measure made us easy, 
looked exactly like pijales, and Veri 
and dressed in the most grotesque 
They demanded, in a haughty tone, t 
tion and provisions, which my busi 
fused, having scarcely enough for t 
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voyage which we had still before us. They 
then inspected every part of the ship, con- 
versed together, and looked at us in a menac- 
ing manner, yet hesitated what they should 
do. They again insisted on* our giving them 
some provisions, l}ut my husband declared 
that it was absolutely impossible to satisfy 
them in this pai^ticular, notwithstanding the 
interest he took in their skuatiop. 

A sailor who spoke Greek, then came and 
told us that he had heard them concerting to- 
gether to carry our vessel by force into Cas- 
tleroso. My husband, who did not suffer 
himself to be intimidated by this threat, gave 
theni to understand that they might easily get 
themselves intollrouble by the slightest act of 
violence towards us; and that besides, no far- 
ther interest would be taken In their cause, if 
they paid so little respect to the flags of Euro- 
pean powers. When t^ey saw that nothing 
was to be obtained in this way, they again ap- 
plied to our captain, who, eit||er from fear or 
love of gain, consented to let them have a part 
of the provisions. After two hours passed in 
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this manner, in very painful suspense, ' 
left us, and we were able to coQtmueoui 
age. 

We learnt afterwards on our arrii 
Trieste that these three G^eek vessels w 
reality pirates, who, after having attackc 
si^ wveraK European vessels, had be 
their turn pursued and captured by som 
glish ships from Corfu, who inflicted sun 
punishment upon' them. We were nev« 
to understand by what happy chance th( 
fered us to escape. Perhaps our vessel, 
had on board only antiquities, and but 
few arms, the captain having sold the g 
part of his cannons to th? Pacha before I 
Alexandria, did not appear to them a 
worthy of their rapacily, and sufficie 
counterbalance the risk to which they ' 
expose themselves by such an act of hos 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The I'unny fiahery.~-Violent Tempest. — Candia.— For- 

tiesH of Modon. — Zante Ithaca Saiiit'Maurice. — 

Corfu'.— Arrival in the harbour of Trieste. 

HiTBEBTo we had had nothing but contrary 
winds or calms. Towards evening I generally 
went on deck, and my eyes wandered over 
the immense element, which reflected the 
azure vault of heaven. My thoughts were not 
fixed upon any determinate object, butwerelost 
in a delightful uncertainty; no reveries are 
more agreeable than those in whichVe indulge 
while contemplating, during the stillness of a 
fine summer night, the expanse of the tran- 
quil sea, unrufSed except by the gentle breeze 
of the evening. The motion of the waves, 
sparkling>in the last rays of the sun, and break- 
ing ovar each other, present an image ot the 
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fugitive days of life— sometimes doudud or 
brilliant, sometimes warmed by the vivi^fying 
rays of hope, or chilled by the blasts of ad- 
versity; like it they are swallowed up aiid lost 
in the great ocean of eternity. 

Sometimes too I observed the dolphins, 
which surrounded our ship, and fulloi^ed us 
for days together. This animal is from eight, 
to twelve feel in length; perhaps the name uf 
dolphin was bestoned on it for its perseve- 
rance in followiug vessels, in mctpory of the 
fabuloas animal to which the ancients' attribut- 
ed a peculiar affection to the human race. It 
pdssesses, however, this quality id common 
with other fish, which are equally eager in 
seizing all kinds of refuse which is thrown 
into the sea; for we saw also sharks, front 
twenty to thirty feet in length, follow our 
vessel: all the other fish fled at their ap- 
proach. 

The sky, which was not obscured by a 
cloud, rendered the sea as transparent as crys- 
tal, so that I was able perfectly to distinguish 
the sharks, as soon as they approached the 
surface. Tunnies, much smaller, but whose 
21 
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silver scales proceed a beautiful effect on the 
ground of the Aea, sported round bur 
in cadence with the waves. We caught 
il of them, which we found to be very 
estiog. Our sailors employed the fot- 
g mode to catch them. One of them 
I himself at the stern, and threw a kind 
rpoon into the sea, which was fastened 
ord; it was seldom that he drew it back, 
ut iBOrcin^the side of one of these crea- 

e life one ia obliged to lead on' board a 
is very monotonous; so that the slight- 
rctimstance is interesting. We began 
weary of the calm in which we matte . 
progress^ when on the thit^ day, after 
ad lost sight of Rhodes, an impetuous 
arose which soon changed into a tem- 
The sea rose in mountains, as if som« 
dable {x>wer heaved the foaming waves^- 
) then sinking and violently breaking, 
d against the sails. The ship now lifted 
the air, now plunged into the abyss, 
;led in vain against th.e violence of thi^ 
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I remained oa deck id order to tie t 
throw myself more easily into the s 
case thp vessel shoald be wrecked; I he 
by one bf the masts, for nobody, not ev 
sailars could keep their feet. The how 
the wind, and the roan'ng of the 
drowned the voice of Ihe captain; the 
ing of masts, the cries of the sailors, 
whom was nearly carried 'away by an 
mous ware, which almost deluged the 
all theie horrors which generally pre 
calamity- still more dreadful, did not 
safely say.Mnspire me with any terror. 

I was lost in the sublime spectacle n 
had before my eyes; never had nature i 
ed to me so magnificent; and the powei 
Creator so awful. It was one of those s 
horrors, which nature sometimes pn 
and which I had admired two years be 
an opposite element, when I ascended 
Vesuvius durini; a pretty violent erupti 
night in the month of December, whei 
torrents of burning lava descended fr 
mountain. I had then heard the shock 
elements resembling the report of thui 
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had seen the red hot stones impelled towards 
the calm and starry firmament; I had seen that 
burning torch, those clouds of' smoke, those 
columns of fire, reflected in the Gulph of Na- 
ples. I knotv not why this scene recurred to 
my memory at the time that I admired the 
power and imposing majesty of the sea. I 
confess that I vitks foolish enough to thank des- 
tiny for having made me acquainted with this 
gloomy beauty of nature which seemed to 
place us more immediately under tkie protec- 
tion of the Creator. 

In four-and-twenty hours the storm began 
to abate; it had carried us past the Isles of 
Scarpanto and Caxo, and we were now oppo- 
site to Cape Solomon in the island of Candia. 
Our captain who was an old sailor, coografu- 
lated us on our fortunate escape, and assured 
us that in forty-five years' experience at sea 
he had never encountered sp violent a tempest, 
particularly in a* season which promised only 
calm weather. We learnt in the sequel, that 
(as well as three others which we met with in 
the course of this voyage) it was caused by 
earthquakes, so frequent in the Archipelago, 
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and the shocks of which were felt in the Mo- 
rea and even in Sicily. 

One of our passengers was' an old captain, 
a friend and countryman of the commander 
of our ship. This poor man had been ship- 
wrecked some months before ml nearly the 
same place where we had encountered the tem- 
pest He pointed out to me ^e singular and 
arid rock which arose from the middle of the 
sea, and against which his ship was dashed 
to pieces. It was a remarkable tir:eumstance 
that he and one of the sailors, who could not 
swim, had been saved; that is to say, cast by 
the waves on the coast of Candia, while all the 
rest of the crew, consisting of excellent swim- 
mers, among whom was one of his brothers, 
had perished. I believe that in such a case 
the art of swimming Is of no use, because hu- 
man strength cannot contend with success 
against the violence of this element, and that 
the efforts which are made, serve on the con- 
trary but to hasten ourdestruction,'as is mani- 
fested by the example which I have just quo- 
ted. The grief of this poor man, who was 
advanced in years, greatly excited my com- 

21 * 
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passioD; he had lost erery thidg: ftot only 
his cargo, but eirea his ship, which composed 
bis whole fortune, acquired by a life of labour 
and exertion. Iii feet, when he showed tiie 

* 

the fatal rock» the cdkuae of his disaster, he 
could not repress his tears> yet hc^ blessed 
Providence for haTing io maraculously pre- 
^rved'his life, which he was resolved to em- 
pby in consoling his afflicted family.' Since 
his departm^e from the coasts of Illyria) they 
had had no intelligence from hiip, and were 
doubtless sufiering the most cruel anxiety on 
his account. 

We often approacTied near enough to the 
coasts of Caadia to distinguish the culture of 
the coontry, and the white houses on the 
shore partially concealed by gr oves of citron^ 
myrtle, and Cyprus. We saw Mount Ida 
rising into the clouds, and reflected on all the 
metamorphoses which this land of fable has ex- 
perienced since the education of Jupiter.. Since 
the time when the wise Minos governed this 
island^ it has been successively transferred to 
the dominion of the Romans, then to that of the 
Saracens, of Genoa, Venice, and lastly to that 
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of the Turks, under which it languishes, like 
every thing that is (ubject to tbeir deapotie 
sway. We cannot pasa through these seas 
without a multitude of the charming 'fictions 
flf ancient mythology presentfng themselves 
to oar Imagination. The reader will not be 
surprised that I regretted being unable to land 
in Uie island, to^Ook for the famous labyrinth, 
were it only in memory of the unfortunate 
Ariadne. NeptuOe awakened me in the midst 
of my poetical reveries by raising up a second 
storm, which drove us past Cerigotto, and we 
soon came in sight of Cerigo, the ancient Cy- 
thera, where the Goddess of Beauty is said to 
to have.first landed after rising frotn the wares. 
A calm having succeeded the storm, we were 
unable to pass the strait which separates that 
island from Cape Matapan, the most southern 
point of the European Continent; and we were 
obliged to sail a second time round Cythera. 
We passed close to the fortress of Modon, 
which was then blockaded by sea and land by 
the Greeks, and which now, after the lapse 
of nearly four years, slill sustains this obsti- 
nate siege. Wa heard the filing of the Greeks, 
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and saw the Turkish standard flying on the 
forty like a fiery meteor presaging disaster and 

IF 

desolation. "SVhere is the heart so destitute of 
humanity^ as not to feel interested in the cause 
of a magnanimous people, who notwithstand- 
ing the tyranny a^nd oppression under which 
they have groaned for so many ages, have just 
manifested all *the heroic virttte, fortitude in 
adversity, elevation of #oul^ and sublime cour- 
age in the moment of danger, devotedness to 
the general cause, and* inviolable attachment 
to religion, which makes them prefer martyr- 
dom to ^postacy and slavery? If, in spite of 
its efforts, it should sink in this glorious strug- 
gle, the pages of history and the voice of pos- 
terity will avenge it for the indifference of its 
contemporaries. 

After two days^ navigation we were in sight 
of the Strophades. the great heat and the bad 
vessels which our captain had provided, con- 
tributed to spoil the water, which was no longer 
fit to drink. He therefore sent a boat with 
casks to one of those small islands which was 
said to possess an excellent spring. In order 
to obtain from the Greek convent, to which 



the island bel6nged, permtssioQ to land, we 
sent a present of wax tapers. The boat soon 
returned with fresh water and excellent fruit. 
which the good falhers sent in return fo 
present we had made them. Their gill 
extremely welcome to us, ivho had long 
deprived of such refreshments. , 

On leaving the Strophades we sailed tov 
the island of Zante, and were soon at thi 
trance of the port of that town. This del 
ful island reminded me of the view of Na 
when seen from the gulph, though on a s 
ler scale. Zanle, like Naples, is built ii 
form of an amphitheatre; hills covered 
vines, myrtles, rose-laurel, figs, oranges, { 
and cypress, rise behind the town: nume 
country-houses, scattered on the shore, a 
dant spring? descending from the mount 
animate the landscape. All this luxury o: 
lure is displayed before the charmed ej 
the form of a crescent, and would he a i 
delightful subject for a panorama. It see 
as if Heaven was willing to sufier us to ei 
for a long time this beautiful prospect, I 
dead calm would not permit us to advano 
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confess, that the torment of seeing the ripe^cMad 
purple grapes hyi^ging on thetretUftge ^ad the 
golden fruits of the gardens of the Hesp^iMes, 
which shone through their -dark foliage with- 
out mv beins able to touch them, seemed to 
me equal to that of Tantalus; but, alus! the 
Bngiisii who now possessed the island, have 
introduced such rigorous tews' for the obser- 
Vance of quarantine, that before obtaining per- 
mission to land in this terrestrial paradise, it 
is necessary to undergo a purification of more 
than six weeks; and the finest fruits in the 
world appear bitter if they must be purchased 
at that "pr ice. 

Near Cephalooia we met with a third tem- 
pest, which drbve us towards Ithaca. The ves- 
sel narrojwi]^ Scaped being dashed against 
that island, the aspect of which was rude and 
wild. Our fate resembled that of Ulysses, 
who, driven by a succession of tempests, wan- 
dered at random in tl^ese seas, without being 
able to revisit his household gods. We then 
tacked to pass Santa Maura, the ancient itie of 
Leucadia, so celebrated for the tragic death of 
Sappho. They still show, in that island, the 
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remains of the Temple of Apolla, built upon 
a promontory, from which unliappy lovers 
leaped into the sea. It is astonishing that our 
age, so fruitful in Institutions of all kinds, has, 
never yet thought of choosing some romantic 
spot, where hearts broken by ingratitude might 
find, as in the days of antiquity, all possible 
facilities for putting an end to their torment, 
unless we must attribute this neglect to the 
very simple reason, that love being now quite 
out of fashion, such a place would be wholly 
useless in our days. 

On leaving Saint Maura, we soon came in 
sight of Corfu. I own I felt a particular regret 
at not being able to visit this island, for the 
revered memory of my paternal great-uncle, 
who preserved it for the republic of Venice. 
In gratitude for his services, a statue was erect- 
ed to his honour in the island which he had so 
bravely defended. If it is ridiculous to be 
vain of 3 long line of ancestors, it is at least 
allowable to be proud of their virtues and glo- 
rious deeds; I therefore transcribe with plea- 
sure the following passage from a modern 
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author,* ivho mentions my uncle, in speaking 
of an action which paints at the same linie his 
military virtues and noble dislnteresteii cha- 
racter. 

" One man then rendered immortal services 
to the Venetians. l^Iis name recals to mind 
one of thcrse traits whi^ do honour to huma- 
nity, and which it ia always ^od to place be- 
fore the eyes of people ami princea. In return 
for the conquest of several places, and the pre- 
servation of Corfu, the Count Von Schulen- 
burg asked of the Venetian Government tole- 
ration for hjs brethren the Protestants. Never 
did warlike ambition aspire to a more noble 
object, qr receive a more honourable recom- 
pense." 

We than entered the Adriatic, where we still 
encountered many dangers through the unskil- 
fulness of our captain; but at length we u-rived 
safe in the harbour of Trieste on the S£lh of 
August, after a voyage of thirty-nine days. 

* Mr, Bignon, in lii> work " Sur les CHbineti et les 
PeupleB." 
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